W rld Destination

GRAAA




NBU1gIa. 2oyasndaniuygovAI WS

b OEY smaqmvm'n mewmmummﬂ 1%‘21’3\%(7151%““11\‘1

A21345N Wﬁaa.munawaaua s.luzla\ammuua LA5aY

LVIfLL'U‘LI%‘LI‘U!IEI\‘]ﬂuLﬂ!l LLZI\'iﬂ‘UV!ﬂI&I\‘i!I’I&ILL‘W\Sﬁ'JﬁSJ
RUNILR UL U LUTAASFT

§A91 F9BYNNTARZIUANTBINTUAAT LHBINATBIBUIAE
mﬂaumaﬁmWmnzﬁuw'luﬂmﬁuﬁﬂﬁﬁuiﬂﬁqﬁﬂmiu'mmﬁuﬁn

INTIZHATIDEUNAINNFUARTLNDIMANEUIBUAUA moo AlALMAT |
i aimanana @ummammmamwmn@u‘imm ésunas i

ﬂﬂammnmmmmuﬂivmjmmimLﬂyuuﬂummmmummawm
Tansudmusssn wdsainfiseuussdumilasesliludungeng
Tanlauuds dusjaduazimuneldly Ay BuReresvianaia e

TUAMN AN TN ENARILRIE A VBIAULBY INTITNINTNAD -

Wunelianudafadwde widslifilanaliliaaeyasnluiepann
fngzdulanuiall AYA@IIaLANIT ‘WATA’ LATABILUNITaN
Wunsanuideney

vhamfm\amwwumLﬁumm@mmﬁimﬁﬁﬂm FUNLALAINN
wanwmuﬂnmunmumfum ﬂi"mﬂimq@umwmeumw
AYNRNAINIBIN TN EA L UTTR @eenagunvuenduLaaLg
LLSNLMNLLmm\muumuimiﬂwﬂmanfn@ﬂsn@ﬂ wuzh imnvinla

Lﬂuﬂnmn‘ummmwanwnmmmwm ﬂ’]i‘UULLEI?I‘H@D.IﬂJ’]EHLﬂH

ngumﬂmi@iwmmwu ”Luu@vwwumnmawﬁ‘nmﬂivmv’mv"mmv
mmfﬂulmiuimaﬂﬂumu dupe v’ ﬁmﬂnm@mmmmamaum

wimngqqmﬂmwﬁmmu@ siumdinlainiesnuu mmuu@u :

UIWNITE ﬂ@’] ﬂMHQ”1NNWWQWW®”13LﬁJW1ﬂL@EJ LNTNE ﬂﬂ’ﬂ’l’l

a 001N g MMemorial

wanlAamwidnattenils nmyundesiatugauiiadnled nasin
dviTnan@duntasnszansmnsnunanie liidunas szl

i
aonldlsueeineg uﬂnmu?maﬂmﬂnwmiﬁnim ETULL@WLﬁ’BE’J’W
AunnBstuwinle taNuanITNgIuzIALg T TigedesnnwingL Fin
sNTINUT LL@"’INLL?N?“’@U‘M?M?W HATUANNOUUATEVAN WFANY
umn@‘uLﬂumnmmnmmmwwmumvmwLmumavu@mﬂu
Wane 1@mmmmumuﬁmimﬂmu naneunmigunng iy
tinvieafienanisyan

wieandt ‘et efeuldun Tiusiuresduiouaziannn

. = ¥ o 1% ar —- 4 o
HCRHbE ’E]’I“VI’W?L‘HW‘H@ﬂ'ﬂusluﬁ:’\uﬂrlﬁr]?UQ@U’W?NWWQVNﬁlﬂLL@’J AU

wunandesidilusdeAamfaguANIAINTeTINIE1a lWTIAN
wnviesieafgTng
ANEdlnnjedsnisreaianananysngegidemiin Mnlydu
wyannuarisiuay lifuauinensraduniadussndnaim
m@qaumm@mu uwiﬂmummuimmaumalamuwm% 789
mwmnw@um*’nummﬁmmmwmmﬁn@mLmammn@m 737
B9AY) & Lm\mWﬁTuQ@ NILUNG I AnENa NNNAFEnLT
wistiRaSanianssuAnszuingusia Nnana vialunszunu
Wndn 8191 Uy wezesAmsadundeidninuaziiaym
adrafondy Tuanzinszunayusia wnana AnssgudEwegm
mﬂmmmmwmm g a1za 1 « do vnnszunsRunssmuslas
Ao il Fesaheimugaradugaiureamszung ass 1esd
AnInsshaNiNANTABNATY AN B9AANTNIIRAIINIZNIUNABLANT
uwas® sevanas lUdwinananaduduniianaasmerunan I

FEBRUARY 2006 ¢ KINNAREE ¢ 129



wazmulaneAldidunnequillasdanm nevdsannwss-
yuAsAunszIulaY 109 40818 NsanNgENUNTEIiaunsE e
17N feiendnsanis lieasamsrasdiaeenssne wagenmis

A uazl Lifsnum? wezesAmaeusiuLas naaanuguinvinlyl
Untasmauau wiusidszvipagluda meﬂmmummiﬁnmm
AAN17AIN wmmmmﬂumﬂnummmum o1

AR ‘muuwavmm'lNmammuﬁmmmimﬁ%numame@»
?gﬂ V188 1t AA. obme NneaF el LR b T 14
UITULATTNHNBNEY 00,000 AU wenldfiugauannifies
dasun Tuueduszan)u fﬂ\ﬂ,mmqLﬂuuumuu@@ummmiu
BuAtNa¥ ”Lummuumammﬁlwu@@umuiumj AN
mswmwmmﬂﬂ@m moo NINNIANAT mmmm@ﬂmiﬂﬂmm
qwq WAnsz§1 TN mmaﬂmqmwnﬂmqLwﬂmmmwuﬂimm
meLW@MN‘V]EJ\‘]‘W?”ﬂW?I'BQW?‘“NLMMMMHMNV}Nm AuuANNSD
wm:mﬂm@mqmmu wnmmmmqu‘lu@mmﬂsvmu”lﬂmmmum
1en Useatitlszpamasn W3 NIng AUNN UazdryudiduaAnmn
mmmmmqq vinlan ity A el wefide Tenaund punuan ugs
glsl RouliyarymiAna wﬁqwaévﬂwwavmwumuimimmwwu
mmmﬁmamimummmemnLLmlJi”muﬂ?”mmﬂmﬂvmumﬂu
WinTIu mmmLﬂu@ummmmwmwnummumwmmmmm
@umumwm@uﬂﬂﬁmmuﬂmmam LL&]ﬂiqumm@\inqmm
wlnaresBwiRe Mnstangunauinswassviuna luiunana
ﬂ@rﬁ,ﬂ awinliimnanawiiiiismilifluglndeguaaqn

Shel® 3°
™
5" Ze

~b)

memmﬂmuLmumummum@@ﬂmnwﬂimim Aazwinann-
ﬁmmﬁwu@@umwmmmm Lﬂumnﬂmww"l,mr»‘rmunamaunu
BHINMNITIAY 'mﬂrmmmmmamqmwLﬂumummwﬂuwuﬂu
svfumepaaiuiifesdeneaisuilissesuiluiiunmauas
tiudeu eswudulaupanguenunanidsaiin mudendasvenas
HAANANANIULIATENY « Tid

Lﬁ"adﬁ"]’l’ﬂuLL@uLﬂ?Wﬂ@\?ﬂﬂﬂﬁlﬁ‘ﬂﬂﬂuﬁl‘ﬂﬂﬁ’\?ﬂﬂ\iﬂ']’]miﬂw
Wiwmﬂmmmauw@umumn ﬂumummw*ﬁmmamm[ﬂw
Lﬂﬁmiﬂﬂ’)ﬂﬂﬁ“ﬂﬁ’nm\iﬂﬂﬁmﬁ‘ﬂ mammmmﬂumammummLL@V
mmummmwmwuﬂmm mmuau@mummqm Ol EN AN
‘1/1')1’%@34@ LL@wﬁﬁﬂNELﬂ‘iDWN’NVI‘]]NWEﬂ@Lﬂulﬁ]uiﬁ‘ @u@mn‘uamﬁ

“Un U LAN m'ﬂJJ’]W]’]Niﬂ‘VNﬁQWNWﬂﬂluIﬂﬂuuLﬂuLﬁUIE”

usvnnaeuAndn e duduls Aeavendnduiingn
”memmmiﬂ mwmwmsw@mmmlumumulmmawﬁmw
m@mumﬂ mm’mmmmmma AUTULANFNGTY RNUBNIULAY
NWADTIRIRIAURTaARLANANEdINIuYE AadduiuTAnAdy
LﬂwawLﬁﬂuﬂ@wmmmﬂuimLLiwaﬁmﬂfmmqLumm@wﬂmm
1Funnane

LLa‘*iIunaﬁﬁmamm\a6w7i13.i'j'1a°mi'1\11'aﬁmaj AuLhgnna
musmmnuau'u%:aumsmmumwsanLsa:n'a'la.lws\aaﬂwm\a
AIANTEADIRUATIUUIULAIUI

How to get there: n3tiylne Tifendunse NFUNNY - NLARE
AAUNNINEAZREA AN o-mblanooo

Where to stay: Amarvilas Anussalng Cutting-Edge ANABIAN
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Where to shop: NAAATUTILERULNAAN HaALLLLARL S TUNE e
auNTnTa AN OsWal Emporium : emo Munro Road, Agra Cantt-
brlooe India 117 wo-&bméaso o Twww.oswalonline. com

When to go: m\iq@uum?zmﬁqwqﬂ@mﬂumumﬂu

130 » KINNAREE * FEBRUARY 2006







fight for ntion, in the cold, wintry wind.

UNESCO. e

For anyone undergoing an extenswe trip on the Indian subcon-
tinent, a VISIt to the Taj Mahal is an absolute must, before leaving :
the country. The beauty of the Taj Mahal is more than meets the
eye; failure to visit this monument to love may require a second

passage to India at some future date
The freezing cold at Agra cannot dampen the enthusiasm of

local and foreign tourists who visit the Taj Mahal in droves. The
noise of heavy traffic fills every corner, but there’s no need to :
worry; people honk their car horns incessantly because it is a
local trafﬂc\regulatlon ' Another, ihevitable traffic hazard is the :
ubiquitous cow, the hol}) animal of Hindus, Irrespective of where :
these beasts decide to tread or lie down amidst busy traffic, they

must be left undisturbed and revered as an incarnation of gods
to which due respect must be paid.

In a kaleidoscope of color, a battalion of saris of different
hues flow in the misty morning air, each one symbolizing the

caste of its owner: the finer the fabric and the more gold embroi-
dery on the sari, the higher the caste of the wearer.

New buildings and luxury hotels seem to have sprung up like
wild mushrooms. Child beggars holding tiny bowls of frankincense :

chase tourists for coins; an all familiar site around the Taj Mahal.

After afilling breakfast of genuine jai milk tea and masala chapatti
at a roadside eatery, it is time to line up for entrance tickets to the :

Taj Mahal; foreign tourists simply have to pay the price quoted for

foreigners. )

\ The splendor of the Taj Mahal is quite breathtaking! Benches
below pine trees that dot the path between the monument and the :
fountains provide awwelcome break for tourists who really want to
take their time drinking in the grandeur of this glorious edifice.- :
Guidebooks on India offer extensive details about the building of :
the Taj Mahal, which was in fact a declaration of love inspired by
the dying wishes of Mumtaz Mahal (formerly Ajumand Banu :
Began), beloved wife of Shah Jahal the 5" emperor of the Mogul

Dynasty.

Emperor Shah Jahal simply adored Mumtaz and was deeply in
love with her. Before she died, aged 39, giving birth to their 14"
child, Mumtaz asked Shah Jahal to promise four things: to build :
the Taj Mahal as her mausoleum; to remarry, to have compassion

for children, and to visit her at the mausoleum every year.

Upon her passing, the entire city was plunged into a deep
sadness/ Shah Jahal was so consumed with grief he suspended
mestings with his top ministers, For a while he disregarded his
royal regalia atejust ordinary food, and skipped musical entertain- :
ments_ All he could do was grieve over the loss of his
=z M mizz And he remained in mourning, in his royal
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smell of Indian spices and frankincense, and the :
Agra, in the month of love, seem to join forces to
- A
, site of the Taj Mahal, is in the western corner of the :
northern Indian province of Uttar Pradesh, some 200 kilometers :
south of Delhi, the capital, and easily accessible by modern-day
transportation. A world-famous memorial to love, the Taj Mahal

has been declared one of the world’s seven cultural wonders by :
: mausoleum worthy of the love he held for his late wife. (

residence; no longer leading his army in the fight to protect the
frontier. |

Shah Jahal kept his promises. Construction of the Taj Mahal
began in 1631 and it took some 22 years for 20,000 masons and
skilled workers to complete the task in 1653, The best white marble
in India was hauled 300 kilometers from Makrana in Rajasthan by
a fleet of 1,000 elephants. It was a daunting task, but the grieving
Shah Jahal stopped at nothing in his resolve to build the finest

When finished, the Taj Mahal was ornate with gold, diamonds,
emeralds, rubies, and other valuable gemstones from many parts
of the world including China, Myanmar, Persia, Bangladesh, Iraq
and Europe.

The mausoleum might have been a far cry from being the finest
or most artistically ornate architectural work at the time, yet it re-
mains a monument built only by the power of love. Under British
rule, however, the Taj Mahal was robbed of its precious gemstones;
an act that left permanent scars on the monument visible to this
day.

Today, emerging from the arched doors, visitors are struck by
the white marble that blends flawlessly over the entire building. At

the front is a high dome with dome-topped towers in the four
1 corners.

The magnificent sight of this memorial reminds us of the ever-
lasting love Shah Jahal had for his beloved Mumtaz. This thought

may help sustain our faith in love during our lives. And during our
: visit this was indeed evident in the faces of many a happy couple

that bowed before the monument to love and then looked upward
with faith. For many, this monument will long be remembered.

To those who ask what the Taj Mahal is like, the best advice is to
go and see for yourself what the world’s greatest love looks like.

With regard to India, overall, the answer is the same: the only

way to know and appreciate India is to see it firsthand. The reality
: of life in India is plain for all to see. The sight of children begging,

and of people living out their final hours by the roadside, present a
stark contrast to the regal life, led by some, in the opulent hotels in
the city.

Undoubtedly, India is bound to leave an indelible impression
on the minds of anyone who has the opportunity to visit and
experience the sights and sounds of this vast country. <

How to get there: THAI operates direct flights between
Bangkok and Delhi. More information may be obtained by
calling 0-2628-2000.

Where to stay: Oberoi Amarvilas Agra hotel, in its cutting-
edge style, emulates the beauty of the Taj Mahal in every
aspect. It is a guarantee against any disappointment.
Where to shop: Marble in-laid products in Taj-Mahal styles
are available from Oswal Emporium: 30 Munro Road,
Agra Cantt - 282001, India; Tel. 91-562-22257101, or visit
www.oswalonline.com

When to go: The best time to make a visit is between No-
vember and March.




