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Criticism of Women'’s Roles in “Romance of the Three Kingdoms”:

A Literary Analysis
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ABSTRACT

The Romance of the Three Kingdoms written during B. E. 1873-1943 or about 700 years ago by Lo
Kuan Chung, Chinese writer, is one of the world literary masterpieces. The Romance of the Three Kingdoms
reflects the picture of over 1,000 characters’ lives in different dimensions, for example, the fight among many
potential political leaders for political power and supremacy, the utilization of the arts of strategic leadership,
foreign affair, clever military administration and good governance, the law of karma, and the arts of writing
etc. The story was translated into over 10 languages. In Thailand, Chaophraya Phrakhlang (Hon) was the
first translation director of the literature which was done during the reign of The King Rama |. As the work
was translated through the interpreter, its content had been strange and different from the Chinese original of
Lo Kuan Chung. Later, a scholar had raised the point that there was political meaning hidden in the story.

The objectives of this critic were to study the Women's roles in “Romance of the Three Kingdoms™:
a literary analysis based on its political aspect including the women’s political roles i.e. searching for political
power and supremacy, being a political victim, being a political instrument, contributing advantages to politics
and society; to study the comparison of the political contexts stated in the literature of Chaophraya
Phrakhlang (Hon)’s version and in Wanwai Pattanothai’s version. The study was done through the
characters called Teo Sian, and Soon Hu Yin respectively.

This is a documentary research with content analysis. The eastern political theories or Confucianism,
guidelines from the specialists in literature and political philosophy were applied for analyzing the story’s
political context as well as the two female characters with the roles in paying the gratefulness to their respect
people and husbands according to the Confucian philosophy. The study was based on the characters’
behaviors. The newly translated “Roman of the Three Kingdoms” by Wanwai Pattanothai was used for the
study as it is considered the version with closest meaning to the original of Lo Kuan Chung.

The findings were the political context based on the Chaophraya Phrakhlang (Hon)'s version which
was translated through the interpreter has influenced the story to be different from the Lo Kuan Chung's
original version. The context was adopted to the use for military and political purposes. For the female
characters: Teo Sian, and Soon Hu Yin, they reflected obviously confucian philosophy especially the family
morality: Teo Sian had high gratefulness towards her parents; Soon Hu Yin was loyal to her husband. This is

the morality according to confucian philosophy not just only the political context.

Keywords: three kingdoms, women'’s roles
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