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The river snail (Vivipara spp) was culture in 20 village fish ponds in order to increase the availabie protmn suppl for
sumption. This project is a component of the Green the Northeast Project of the Royal Thai Government.
~ The snails were raised in 40 nylon cages made of green nylon net mesh size 0.25 mm. with the dimensions 4 m long, I 8m
d 0.8 m deep. The top and bottom of each cage was secured with nylon string tled to bamboo poles fixed in the pond bottomi"“

the cage was 20 cm above the water surface. Ll
‘ Two to three coconut palm leaves were placed in the cage as a substrate for the snads Two kxlogrammes of mature )

(3 cm in diameter) were stocked into each cage. The snails were not fed but survived on the natural productivity in each‘f?
eages in 4 ponds were harvested after 3 months and the average yield per cage was found to be 21 4 kg. .
The cost each cage is 200 Bath and has an estimated life of 3 years. This represents a possible return of mvestment of .
a year period of the snail were marketed. The benefits of this culture system are discussed more fully in the paper.
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