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STUDY OF LEAF PROTEIN PRODUCTION FROM PIGEON PEA

(Cajanus cajan) 2. EFFECTS OF CUTTING AGES ON PLANT

YIELD IN 2™ YEAR AND THE UTILIZATION OF DRIED LEAVES IN
DAIRY CALVES RATIONS
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Abstract

The forage yield from pigeon pea in the second year was conducted in the plant
with 8,000 plants/rai. The results showed that defoliation age at 90 days provided
maximum dry edible parts (DEP, 387.26 kg/rai) and maximum crude protein (54.31
kg/rai). DEP were not affected by defoliation heights but the height of 75 cm. above the
ground provided maximum crude protein yield (49.00 kg/rai). Interaction of age x height
showed that the age of 90 days x 75 cm. height provided maximum DEP (428.80 kg/rai)
and maximum crude protein (66.64 kg/rai) (P<0.05). Dry pigeon pea leaves were
formulated at 0, 10 or 20% of the ration to substitute leucaena leaves. Digestibility
coefficients of nutrients from those with pigeon pea leaves were lower than those with
leucaena leaves. Average daily gain figures of dairy calves fed on the rations were
915.62, 454.25 and 407.37 g/day, respectively. (P>0.05) Intake figures in terms of total
dm, % of body weight or g/kg metabolic weight were not significant different among

feeding groups.
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