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The main objectives of this research were to find out 1) personal and socio.

ec1nomic bat:kgl1ounds of women participating and fon-participating in the product and

maJrketing de'"elopment project in Mae-pa and Mae-k~a sub-districts, Mae-sod district, Tak

pr~vince; 2) tlleir problems and obstacles; and 3) differentes in their socio-economic status. The

datr were collected by means of interview schedules fro~ 79 womeIJl participating and 98 non-

patcipating in the project, selected by simple random satftpling, and then analyzed by using the

SP~S 9.0 for Windows and presented as frequency, percjentage, average, T-test and Chi-square

I The results showed that the women partici~ating in the project had an average age

of f4 years old, had completed grade 4 of primary educati~n, and could read arid write Thai well.

Th+y had an average of 2.41 household members an av~rage land --holding of 27.93 rai, an

avejrage income of 142,807.59 baht/year i.e. 86,168.8f baht/year fann income, 49,036.71

ballt/year off-1'ann income, and ,056.71 baht/year from Iproduction activities -and an average

expense of 91,722.88 baht/year. The women who did I not participate in the project had an
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;J\~r;lgc ngc of 4j.40 years, had compJeted grade 4 ofpri~ary educati,Dnand couJd read and write

n lilllc of Thai. They had an average of 2.77 h9usehol~ members, an average land-holding of

I~O7 rai. ancj an averagc income of 80,810.61 baht/yeat i.e. 46,407.13 baht/year farm income,

34~ 736.02 baht/y~ar off-fann income and 37,457.14 bahtltear from production activities, and had

IInlllvcragc expense of 57~874.56 baht/year.

Both groups of women had an agreeable letel of attitudes towards the project. The

\v9mcn partjc:jpa~ing in ~he project had problems of d+tant markets and high transport cost

(9.p2I1/0), very fe~ markets (8.02%) and insufficie1ilt prod~ctjon materials and equipment (5.34%)

\VI~jle those who! did no~ participate in the projfct hadl problems of lack of capital (100%),

ins~fficicnt loans provided (100%), high cost of p~oductio~ (92.85%), and a few markets (50.0%)

] Thc two groups of women were f~nd to ~e significantly different, at a level of

o.or. in educatio~, land-~olding, income, expense$, attitu~~s, and contact with officers but non-

sigfificantly different in age, household labor, liability, r+ture credit :r1eeds, and ability to read

and write.

sorre wom~n have not yet decided to partic~pate in the p,roject as they did not have
I

k111wledge and understan~jng of the project. Ther~fore, j~formatjon about the project should be

dis,cminatedmorei wjdelylto provide them with knqwledgel and understanding,


