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ABSTRACT

Ah*stract of thesis submitted to the Graduate School Prroject of Maejo University in partial

fulfﬁllmem of the requirements for the degree of Master of Science in Agricultural Economics

A STUDY ON SOCIO-ECONOMIC STATUS OF WOMEN PARTICIPATING AND NON
PARTICIPATING IN THE PRODUCT AND MARKETING DEVELOPMENT PROJECT,
MAE-SOD DISTRICT, TAK |PROVINCE
By
KANNIKA KONGJHEN
OCTOBER 2001

Chairman Numpet Winichaikule
chanment/Faculity Department of Agricultural Ec&fnomics and Cooperatives, Faculty of

Agricultural Business

The main objectives of this research we*e to find out 1) personal and socio-
ecc?nomic backgrounds of women participating and x})on-participating in the product and
ma;trketing development project in Mae-pa and Mae-ka:*a sub-districts, Mae-sod district, Tak
prq‘vince; 2) their problems and obstacles; and 3) differen#:es in their socio-economic status . The
datF were collected by means of interview schedules fror+1 79 women participating and 98 non-
par]licipating in the project, selected by simple random sa#npling, and then analyzed by using the

SPfS 9.0 for Windows and presented as frequency, perc}entage, average, T-test and Chi-square

The results showed that the women participating in the project had an average age
of L years old, had completed grade 4 of primary educat:Ln, and could read and write Thai well.
The;y had an average of 2.41 household members an av#rage land — holding of 27.93 rai, an
average incorne of 142,807.59 baht/year i.e. 86,168.817 baht/year farm income, 49,036.71
bahtyear off-farm income, and ,056.71 baht/year fromlproduction activities - and an average

expense of 91,722.88 baht/year. The women who did|n6t participate in the project had an
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n\'icra ge age of 43.40 years, had completed grade 4 of prixjpary education and could read and write
a ’,inlc of Thai. They had an average of 2.77 hc*useho]c’ members, an average land-holding of
l9+07 rai, and an average income of 80,810.61 biaht/yea* i.e. 46,407.13 baht/year farm income,
34|.736.02 baht/y#ar off-farm income and 37,457.14 baht/*ear from production activities, and had
nnlavcragc expense of 57,874.56 baht/year.

Both groups of women had an agreeable le}xe] of attitudes towards the project. The
\\'(1mcn participating in Fhe project had problems of di'stant markets and high transport cost
(9.F2%), very f,ev& markets (8.02%) and insufficient prodl.*ction materials and equipment (5.34%)
wh!ilc those who | did not participate in the proj#ct had| problems of lack of capital (100%),
ins'.xfﬁcicm loans provided (100%), high cost of pr|oductio'n (92.85%), and a few markets (50.0%)

The two groups of women were found to pe significantly different, at a level of
0.0L. in educatior{, land-hiolding, income, expenses, attitutgs, and contact with officers but non-
sigTiﬁcantly d:iffe%ent in age, household labor, liability, f\llturc credit needs, and ability to read
and write.

Sorii'le women have not yet decided to partic‘pate in the project as they did not have
kno'w]edge and understanding of the project. Therefore, ir{formation about the project should be

diss'cminated more} widely|to provide them with knc#wl’edge| and understanding,




