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The objectives lof this research were I) to find o~t basic infonnation about persor

econ<:>lpic, and social statusl and soil management of fanner~1 participating in His Majesty t

King's! Ne\\' Theol")' of +griculture Project 2) to coml1¥re their economic and soc

conse~ences of participatiof in the project; and 3) to identifyl~heiJ problems in and obstacles

their participation in the p~.oject. The data was collected «y means of pretested intervic

schedules from 210 sample~ of farmers participating in the J/+-oject in Chiangmai, selected b

multi-~tage random samplin~, and analyzed by the SPSS/PC"

The findings r+ealed that the respondents (82.8~yo) were 48 years old Ion averag

marTie~, and had complete4 a primary school. Their annu~~ on-farm and off'-t'arm incom::

averaged 92,011 baht. The* had an average of 5 family mel~~ers and one-half the respondeJ

had 3-4 pebple contributing t~ family labor. Almost all of the r~pondents (86.66%) were witho

home-*turning labor. The ~ercentage of the respondents havi«g land right was 80; almost t\v

thirds ( 65.71% ) had water ~nsufficient for fanning and 85.711 percent had sufficient rice

:onsumption. Two-thirds (61.37%) were members of farmer ~roups, agricultural cooperative
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il1l4 thc clicnt group of t~e Bank for Agriculture and Agrj~ultural Coopcrativcs. They contacted

;1!:!JlicllJtural extension o~ficers at an average of 5 timesllPer year ~)mosl two-lhirds of the

rl:"rondcnts contacted ir1igation officers and fisherics orfi~ers 1-2 times per 'car. h; of them
,

i)l~tactcd livcstock offic4rs and land dc\!clopmcnt officcr~ .2 times p;;:r year and almost

I.:fn (95.24%) never cottacted agricultural land ref 01111 9fticcrs. Thcir a\'erat;e training in His

;,icsty the King's Ne\\" Theory of Agricu)ture project was ~ times per years.

In terms oflsoil management, the respondent~ were found to have average land of

4 rais, and almost all of ~hem (92.38%) used 13 rais on av~tage for the pro.ject. Of this 13 rais, 5

rai~ was for rice growing~2 rais for water storage, 5 rais f9t growing fruit and field crops, and

ror residence and ve~table growing.

The analysi~ results of the consequences oflparticipation in his His Majesty the

Kilig's New Theory of A~riculture Project showed that thellrespondents had higher productivity

rcttlms. assets. social par,icipation. colltact with officers, t~~ining, and rccognition, but less free

The data analysis ~y the Siege! 's Sign Test showe~la significant difference in their freem~.

timf, at a confidence le\,e~ of95 percent, but a non-significa~t difference in their debt

The respon4ents' personal problems concem~g pal1icipation in His Majesty the

Kin~.s New Theory of ~riculture Project were lack of c~ital (90.00%) and small amount of

faJ*ing land (44.28%). ~he problem caused by agricultura11extension officers was uncontinuous

agr~cultural extension b* the officers (84.76%). Other II problems included lo\v prices of

agrilcultural produets but ~ight cost of production (8 I .43%),lrigh prices of fertilizer and pesticide

( 6Sj71 %), and shortage otiwater tor tarming in the dry seaso»


