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ABSTRACT

Abstract of thesis submined| to the Graduate School of Maejo|pniversity in partial fulfillment «

the reduiremems for the dcg#ec of Master of Science in Agricu“ural Extension

CONSEQUENCES| OF PARTICIPATION IN HIS MAJESTY THE KING’S
NEW THEORY OF AGRICULTURE PROJEICT BY FARMERS
IN |CHIANGMAI PROVINCE, THRhILAND
By
POONSIN JUAMPRAKHOW
OCTOBER 2000

Chairman: Assistabt Professor Dr. Boonsom Waraegﬂiri

Department/Faculty: Depambent of Agricultural Extension, Faﬂulty of Agricultural Business

The objectiveslof this research were 1) to find ox“ basic information about persor
econqﬁjic, and social statusland soil management of fanner#l participating in His Majesty .
King’sj New Theory of Agricu]mre Project 2) to com;Hare their economic | and soc
conseunences of participatim*l in the project; and 3) to idemify”heir problems in and obstacles
their danicipation in the p}'oject. The data was collected Hy means of pretested intervie
schedules from 210 samplesj of farmers participating in the ;Hroject in Chiangmai, selected t

multi-stage random sampling}, and analyzed by the SPSS/PC

The findings re{vealed that the respondents (82.8(#/0) were 48 years oldﬁon averag
married‘i, and had comp]eted a primary school. Their annua“ cn-farm and off-farm incom=
averaged 92,011 baht. Thej' had an average of 5 family menﬂ)ers and one-half the responde:
had 3-4 people contributing t*) family labor. Almost all of the rsﬂspondems (86.66%) were witho
home-returning labor. The ﬁercentage of the respondents haviﬂg land right was 80; almost tw
thirds (65.71%) had water 1nsufﬁcient for farming and 85.7” percent had sufficient rice

;onsumption. Two-thirds (66.37%) were members of farmer groups, agricultural cooperative:
P ps, agr




;m4l the client group of Il‘xe Bank for Agriculture and AgriHulmral Cooperatives. They contacted
;|g1~iculmral extension oﬂﬁcers at an average of 5 times”per year Almost two-thirds of the
|~¢simndcms contacted ir|1igation officers and fisheries ofﬁHers i-2 times per ear. i of them
mjhmclcd livestock ofﬁcc#rs and land development ofﬁccrs| -2 times per ycar and almost
w*n (95.24%) never cox{nacted agricultural land reform (ﬂ'ﬁccrs. Their average training in His

:#ics!y the King’s New Theory of Agriculture project was H times per years,

In terms of |soi] management, the respondentﬂ were found to have average Jand of
4 Fais, and almost all of 1hem (92.38%) used 13 rais on aveﬂage for the project. Of this 13 rais, 5
raig was for rice growingi 2 rais for water storage, 5 rais f(ﬂ growing fruit and field crops, and

for residence and vegetable growing,

The ana]y,si's results of the consequences of|barticipation in his His Majesty the

Kidg’s New Theory of A‘;riculture Project showed that the”respondents had higher productivity.
rcu}ms. assets. social par‘icipation, contact with officers. u”ﬁning, and z"ccogm'tion, but less free
me. The data analysis ‘)y the Siegel’s Sign Test showed“a significant difference in their free

lim*:, at a confidence Ievel’ of 95 percent, but a non-signiﬁcaﬂt difference in their debt.

The respom*ents’ personal problems concem|i|ng participation in His Majesty the
Kin@g’s New Theory of Algriculture Project were lack of caHpitaI (90.00%) and small amount of
fam;ﬁng land (44.28%). 'qhe problem caused by agricultura"extension officers was uncontinuous
agri‘cultura] extension bj' the officers (84.76%). Other”problems included low prices of
agri}cu]tural products but ﬂight cost of production (81.43%),”\igh prices of fertilizer and pesticide

(65471%), and shortage of’water for farming in the dry seasoH‘




