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ABSTRACT

Abstract of dissertation submitted to the Graduate School Project of Maejo University in partial
fulfillment of the requirements fro the degree of Doctor of Philosophy in Rural Planning and

Development

DEVELOPMENT OF PEOPLE’S PARICIPATION IN
AGRO-ECOTOURISM BUSINESS AT BANPONG,

AMPHUR SANSAI, CHANGWAT CHIANGMAI
By
MANAT SUPALAK

JULY 2001

Chairman : Associate Professor Dr.Numchai Thanupon

Department / Faculty : Department of Agricultural Extension, Faculty of Agricultural Business

The objectives of this research and development project were 1) to determine people’s
potentiality in conducting a community agro-ecotourism business; 2) to study and develop a
community-based agro-ecotourism business; 3) to examine the types of people’s participation in
running the business; and 4) to analyze socio-economic, environmental and cultural
consequences of the business activities. The target population was all 789 people in 178
households of Banpong, Moo 6, Tambon Paphai, Amphur Sansai, Changwat Chiangmai.

The theoretical framework of this research consisted of phenomenology, which
was used as the base of participatory Action Research (PAR), and mechanism of social change to
bring about changes in the community. The research procedure started with the use of the AIC
(Appreciation, Influence and Control) and PRA (Participatory Rural Appraisal) techniques to find
out realities of the community. People’s grouping was initiated, and developed into the
“Banpong Ecotourism Club”, which led to people’s participation and learning process
development as well as operation of the community agro-ecotourism business, which aimed at

sustainable development in all dimensions.



This research followed a conceptual framework, starting with the concept of
ecotourism essentially aiming at sustainability of natural resources, business management, and
those participating in agro-ecotourism activities. In this agro-ecotourism business, the “people
organization development procedure” was used, starting from the people’s group formation,
proceeding to the second step of launching the business in action, and then the steps of
expansion and networking. The PAR process was used with the result that the villagers became
researchers themselves, in addition to being the research target and beneficiaries. The research
findings were as floolws:

1) The villagers had high potentiality in ecotourism resources, both natural and
cultural. They were willing and ready to run the agro-ecotourism business and already formed a
club to operate it.

2) The club could develop their own model of tour management. Most tourists
found that tourism resources at Banpong were at good and excellent levels and they were highly
satisfied with the services provided.

3) In the 4 main steps of agro-ecotourism business operation composed of 23
activities.  “empowerment” type of people”s participation was found in 9 activities; the
“cooperation” type, 4 activities; the “assistentialism” type, 8 activities; and “domestication” type,
only 2 activities, The determining factor was the capability of the people in activity involvement.

4) The villagers’ satisfaction with socio-economic, cultural and environmental
consequences of the agro-ecotourism business activities ranged from high to very high.
Economically, they earned higher incomes. Socially, They made more friends, social relationship in
the community improved, and they were more proud of their own cultures. In the environmental
aspect, the villagers have become more ecologically conscious of saving nature and forests. Their
residences and surroundings have become more tidy and hygienic. Besides, through participatory
observation and from the meetings and casual talks, it was found that agro-ecotourism business has

been beneficial to the Banpong community and can really lead to sustainble development.
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