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ABSTRACT

Abstract of thesis submitted to the Graduate School Project of Maejo University in partial
fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of Master of Science in Cooperative

Economics

SOCIO - ECONOMIC BACKGROUNDS AND FACTORS AFFECTING SAVINGS OF
MEMBERS, JOM-TONG AGRICULTURAL COOPERATIVE, LTD.,
JOM-TONG DISTRICT, CHIANG MAI PROVINCE
By
WANLOP PINTA
MAY 2002

Chairman: Assistance Professor Piboonrat Rakyouttitam
Department/Faculty: Department of Agricultural Economics and Cooperatives, Faculty

of Agricultural Business

The objectives of this study were to investigate 1) economic and socio -
economic backgrounds of members of Jom-Tong Agricultural Cooperative, Ltd.; 2)
factors affecting their saving; and 3) their saving problems. The data were collected by
means of interview schedules from 83 samples of members having saving deposits with
the cooperative and 91 samples without saving deposits, and then analyzed with the
use of percentage, mean and multiple regressions.

The findings revealed that the members with saving deposits were 40
years old on average, had an average of 5 family members, and have been members
for an average of 4 years. Their average agricultural income was 85,469.72 baht;
average non-agricultural income, 41,433.33 baht; average agricultural expenses,
56,327.29 baht; average non-agricultural expenses, 105,299.43 baht; average debts,
32,291.66 baht; and average asset, 205,936.90 baht.



(6)

The members without saving deposits were 43 years old on average,
had an average of 5 family members, and have been members for an average of
4 years. Their average agricultural income was 80,859.42 baht; average non-agricultural
income, 45,285.71 baht; average agricultural expenses, 51,051.62 baht; average non-
agricultural expenses, 92,081.31 baht; average debts, 38,417.58 baht; and average
asset, 161,807.69 baht.

Agricultural and non-agricultural incomes, non-agricultural expenses and
debts affected 49.00 percent of their saving; the remaining 51.00 percent was affected
by other factors. Period of membership, agricultural income, debts and asset affected
59.70 percent of their saving needs, the remaining 40.10 percent was affected by other
factors.

Saving drawbacks were that those with saving deposits were not
rewarded and no saving campaigns were conducted (average score being 2.25); and
those without saving deposits did not have knowledge of principles and procedures of

cooperatives and were not confident in the cooperative (average score being 3.22).
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