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By
VICHIT VIMALAI
NOVEMBER 2001

Chairman : Associate Professor Dr. Boontham Tesna
Department/Faculty :  Department of Agricultural Extension,

Faculty of Agricultural Business

The objectives of this research were to study personal, economic and social
characteristics of the farmers participating in the activities of the center of agricultural technology
as well as factors related to their level of participation. The data were collected from 261 farmers
in Mae Na Toeng sub-district, Pai district, Machongson province and analyzed by the SPSS
9.0 for Windows with the use of frequency, percentage, mean, t-test and F-test.

The results of the study showed that most respondents were male, 51 to 55 years
old, had completed Prathom 4 (39.85%), were married and stayed with spouses (86.21%), and
had 3-5 household members (72.80%), an average annual income from all economic activities of
45,996.17 baht, and annual incomes ranging from 18,000 baht to 240,000 Baht, the standard
deviation being 35,037.64. Most of them had incomes of 20,001-40,000 baht (38.61%); only
10.73% had annual incomes over 80,000 baht. Among economic activities, the respondents were
found to gain the highest average annual income of 23,990.45 baht from growing field crops,
followed by 22,052.63 baht from trading, 16,916.67 baht from labor hiring, 16,837.77 baht from

gardening, 15,188.44 baht from rice growing, and 10,735.71 baht from animal raising. It was
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noted that rice growing and gardening were the most practiced activities but generated low
incomes.

The respondents owned an average of 9.75 Rai, ranging from 1 to 8 Rai. Most of
them owned 6-10 Rai (32.72%). Two hundred and forty-five respondents had land rights, 49 used
the land without paying for rent, and the rest were tenants.

Almost all respondents (94.25%) received farm information from at least one
source; most of them (78.93%) received it from neighbors. This means that neighbors played the
most important role in information dissemination. The rest received information from related
authorities and the local radio transmitting station.

The respondents’ participation in the agricultural technology center’s activities was
of 3 aspects: participation in identifying problems, participation in activities, and participation in
follow - up and evaluation. Their participation was at a lowest level in all aspects.

A set of score of participation related the strength of the activities was used for
tabulating conclusions. Differences were derived from both methods of t-test and F-test. The
respondents different in age, education, marital status, size of the family, annual income, land
holdings and sources of information were significantly different in the level of participation, at a
confidence level of 95% and the respondents different in personal and socio - economic

characteristics had a very low to a moderate level of participation in the three aspects.
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