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the co~munity.s cultural p~oblems derived Jrom the first ~tage of data gathering were

jointly ~nalyzed. Consequ,ntly, the verification made o~1the cultures was confirmed

and the Banpong commun,ty's readiness in agro-ecotou~1 sm activity participation was

investigated

The researc~ results wer:;r divided into ~~ parts The first part was

focused upon the commu~ity history and the cultures c~ Jcial to tourism activities. It

was fol)Jnd that the commynity was originally founded byl the people of Shan state and

eventually came the pe9ple of Chiang Mai. The co~ Imunity itself had beautiful

scenery. Their primitive w~y of living was worth studyin~ The cultures were of five

groups: : 1) arts: languag~. local music, Tan Pharpa LU~ng temple with legends and

Dhama scripts worth inve~tigating: 2) community aspqj :ts: festivities of Songkran,

Rod Narn Dum Hua, Ho P~ng Shrine Respect Paying, B~ jdhist Lent; 3) craft: basket

weavi~g. tools as well as Imuseum of Banpong's cultur~1s and agricultural practices;

4) sport and recreation:1 cock fighting and homed-in~~ 5) home-3Ct fighting; and

econor!nic aspects: occup~tions, local foods, herbs, her~~~I medicine, residence, daily
I

life The second part wa~ community cultures and readl~less for tourism activities.

was found that the comm~nity cultures have been witne~ ;sed till nowadays. The folks

were glad to welcome to~rists wishing to expose them~ ielves to their way of living

AccorcjJing to the 9 meetinps with those community's out~tanding figures. it was found

that e4onomic problem w~s unanimously agreed upon ~IS the community's problem

agro-~cotourism was pi~ked up as an alternative s~'ution to the problem. The

Banpong Ecotourism Clu~ was set up and regulations ~ ~re established for practices.

Theretpre, Banpong com~unity had both natural and qllJltural resources as well as

pertain extent since the folkshumar) resources to carry! out ecotourism business in al

Thus. relevant agencieslacked experience and ~nowledge of tourism practic~s.

should provide assistanc~ to Banpong community to ena~>le them to be well -prepared

for efficient practices


