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ABSTRACT

Abstract of thesis submitted to the Graduate School of Maejo University in partial fulfillment

of the requirements for the degree of Master of Science in Agricultural Extension

o .

A STUDY OF BANPONG CULTURAL COMMUNITY FOR
AGRO-ECOTQURISM ACTIVITIES, TAMBON PAPAI,
AMPHUR SANSAI, CHANGWAT CHIANGMAI

By
AMNUAY YAIYING
Movember 1999

Chairman ; Associate Professor Dr. Numchai fhanupnn
Department/Faculty: Department of Agricultural Extension,

Faculty of Agricultural Business

This study aimed at 1) finding out some cultures of the folks in Banpong
community crucial to tourism activities; and 2) investigating readiness of Banpong
community in agro-ecotourism activity participation. This participative action research
consisted of two steps of data gathering. First the researcher approached the village
leader and asked him to help single out twelve figures consisting of elders and those
respected by the village's folks and have lived in Banpong community for a ceriain
period of ime. Structural inteview was applied; asking, talking about the history of
cultures rendered down from generation to generation were made in order to create a
joint agreement upon the cultural verification and analysis. Secondly, the researcher
asked the village leader to call 35 folk leaders, who acled as the representatives
of the whole folk, through stratified random sampling for the meeting. The AIC

technique, one of techniques of group process, was applied as brain storming;
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the corhmunity’s cultural p*oblems derived from the first Htage of data gathering were
jointly analyzed. Consequ¢ntly, the verification made onche cultures was confirmed

and the Banpong communﬁty's readiness in agro-ecotou#m activity participation was

investigated

o

The researc+ results we‘r,é divided into NIL parts. The first part was
focused upon the commurﬁity history and the cultures crHJcial to tourism activities. It
was found that the commqnity was originally founded bthe people of Shan state and
eventually came the peqple of Chiang Mai. The corHumunity itself had beautiful
scenery. Their primitive w#y of living was worth studyingH The cultures were of five
groups : 1) arts: Ianguag}e, local music, Tan Pharpa Lang temple with legends and
Dhama scripts worth inveFtigating; 2) community aspe“:ts: festivities of Songkran,
Rod Nam Dum Hua, Ho P¢ng Shrine Respect Paying, BuHidhist Lent; 3) craft: basket
weavirg, tools as well as|museum of Banpong's culturdk and agricultural practices;
4) sport and recreation:|cock fighting and homed-ingkct fighting; and 5) home-
economic aspects: occup{ations, local foods, herbs, herd;al medicine, residence, daily
life. The second part was| community cultures and read“\ess for tourism activities.
was found that the comm{mity cultures have been witneHsed till nowadays. The folks
were q;lad to welcome to#;rists wishing to expose them|$elves to their way of living.
Accordiing to the 9 meetinbs with those community's outﬁtanding figures, it was found
that e¢onomic problem w|as unanimously agreed upon Hs the community's problem
agro-ejcotourism was piqked up as an aiternative scﬂution to the problem. The
Banpong Ecotourism Clut* was set up and regulations V\)#re established for practices.
Therefbre, Banpong comrbunity had both natural and (Hjltural resources as well as
human resources to carry| out ecotourism business in albertain extent since the folks
lacked experience and l}mowledge of tourism practic&s. Thus, relevant agencies

should provide assistance{ to Banpong community to enaH>Ie them to be well -prepared

for efficient practices.



