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ABSTRACT

Abstract of thesis submittel to the Graduate School of Maejo University in partitl fulfillment
of the requirements for the degree of Master of Science in gricultural Extensio;

NATURAL RESOURCE MANAGEMENT BY RURAL WOMEN IN
SARAPEE DISTRICT. CHIANGMAI PROVINCE, THAILAND
BY
KASSARAPORN TAHOM
SEPTEMBER 1998

Chairman : Associate Professor Dr| Sunila Thanupo&
Department/Faculty : Department of Agricult+ral Extension, F4culty of

Agricultural Business

The purpo*es of this research were 1)|to investigate personal and
socio-economic traits of rural women in Sarapee District, Chiangmai Province;

2) to| examine their attijudes toward natural resource’ conservation 3 3) to study

practice behavior in thd methods of natural resource management of| the rural

women ; 4) to find o+t if the differences in their practical bchavJor in the

methods of natural resdurce management are influenced by the diff*rences in
their attitudes toward ritural resource conscrvation. The data were gathered
from i102 rural women who were drawn out as a sax+nple group by usi}ag simple
rando}'n sampling “technique.  Interview schedule, ] which was pre*ested for
content validity and objectivity, was used for data ‘collccuon The data were

collected from January |{to February 1908, and anelezcd by using [tatistical
Package for the Social Science (SPSS).
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It was found that the rural women respondents were 42 years of
age in average, most|of them were married, and had completed prade 4 of
prmary cducation. gricultura! cultivation was [their major occubation and
hired labour was minor occupation of most respondents. Majorﬁty of the
respondents were owner cultiators and had an |average annual fncome of
43,294 bath in 1997. Most of them had 4 of household members average.
All of them had p:j:vc attitudes toward all ts of natural| resource

conservation (water urces, aquatic resources, sofl resources, forest resources

and mineral resources).

chardingl practical behavior in the W of nawral resource
management of the réspondcnts, it was found L$al most of thenL did not
practice the recommended methods of natural rcsou*cc management i$ 8 out of
12 aspects such as r#cthods of preservation, reciycling, exploratioL, quality
improvement, cfﬁciency imprevement, elimination| of the wastes, J'estoration
and utilization of lowl cost resources. Only 4 #spects of naturai resource
management were founF to be practiced by this gl*oup of respondents. They
were resource substitutions, utilization of lower gradé materials and ljtoration.

In compajson of the differences bet\teen the attitudes) of rural
women toward na(urap resource conservation and’ the practical bebavior of
recommended methods *)f natural resource managcm*m it was found Lhat there
was no significant existed between these vanable$ This means| that the
difference in attitudes of rural women towards the n$tural resource corﬁscrvatlon
are not affected them tc* practice or not to practice lthc recommendedl methods

of natural resource man#gement.



