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objectives of this research were to investigate
(1 personal, sotjal and economic backgrounds of housewife
farmers; (2) theﬁr participation in family tomato production;
and (3) their probﬂems and difficulties in the tomato production
process. The re#pondents in this research were 128 housewife
farmers from T#mbon Santisuk and Tambon Yangkram in Amphur
Jomthong Changwat ¢hiangmai. They were selected by Simple Random
Sampling Techniqu# from the total population of 190. The data
were collected through structured interview and subsequently
decoded and analyzed by using SPSS program.

th# data analysis, the respondents were 40 years

of age on average4 had completed grade 4 of prinmary education,

and had an average‘of 4 family members. The average family labor
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force in tomato pﬁoduction was 2 persons. Most of the respondents
were land tenanté. Their average agricultural income was 11,904
baht/household/yedr, and the income from tomato production was
5,247.66 baht/hou#ehold/year. Their average off-farm income was
1,611.71 baht/hodsehold/year. Most of the respondents used
their own capital for tomato production while those who relied
on credit obtaiﬂed loans from BAAC at an average of 5,046.88
baht/household/yedr and at 8.40 % annual interest rate. Most of
them never attend#d a training course in tomato production. For
the minority of qhe respondents who attended a training course,
the average was odly once a year. It was also found that most of
the respondents \did not have any contact with agricultural
extension officeds; the minority of them reported an average
contact of seven ﬂimes per year.

C‘(‘;rmnrni,ng their participation in tomato production
process, most of the respondents indicated they played only a
consultation part‘at the problem analysis stage. At the stage of
planning for préduction, they also played a consultation role
while their spous#s made decisions on all steps of the planning.
Most of them were‘found to take part in tomato production at the
implementation st#ge.

The main problem of the housewife farmers in the
decision-making p#ocess concerning tomato production was found to
be the traditiona1 local culture which demands the obedient role
of the wives to aiways be the followers of the spouses who should
always act as leaders. In addition, the housewife farmers’

and potential inltomato production process were not accepted by

their spouses.




