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The objectives of this study were to investigate
personal and socio-economic backgrounds of the farmers; and (2)
their needs and perception of knowledge. The data were collected
from 255 samples selected by multi-stage random sampling from the
total population of 12,681. The sampler was in charge of the
implementation of village loudspeaker towers in 95 villages of 12
tambons in Pasang district, Lamphun province.

The results showed that almost all of the respondents
were male and married, had an average age of 43.6 years, had
completed g primary level of education, and were members of
social institutions in the communities. An average number of
household members was 44 Their average agricultural land holding
was 6.2 rai and the average income per household in the year

1991 was 37,424.9 baht, two-thirds of which was from agriculture.
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Along with agriculture, almost all of the respondents
had non-agricultural jobs : occasional employment, trading, private
business, etc. The crops grown were rice, garlic, longan,
shallot, mango, soybean, and groundnut. The widely raised animals
were poultry, swine, cattle, and fish. Most of the respondents

raised more than one kind of crops and animals.

About half of the respondents regularly or almost
regulary obtained information, in the morning and evening, from 4
main sources : radio, television, printed materials, and wvillage
loudspeaker towers. An average period of time they spent on
listening to radio and village loudspeaker tower broaddasts
watching television was 30-120 minutes per day while they spent
15 - 30 minutes per day reading. Most of them needed all types
of information as well as an integrated presentation of
information providing both knowledge and entertainment -- country
folk, and pop songs in particular.

The respondents wanted the village loudspeaker towers to
broadcast information about the crops and animals they raised
garlic, rice, longan, shallot, poultry, cattle, and swine. The
technologies they needed varied with the types of crops grown and
animals raised. For the crops and animals which were raised for
local sal and consumption and which did not require a great
capital investment, they knowledge needed were varicties,
fertilizer application, disease and pest control, and feeding or
husbandry. For those which were raised for commercial purposes
and which required a great capital investment, marketing and credit
systems were needed as an additional to the afore stated.
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It was also found that most of the respondents discussed

information they obtained from village loudspeaker towers with

their relatives and neighbors. Approximalely half of the respondents

were willing to assist in the implementation of village loudspeaker

towers, either by supplying information or by participating in

implementation activities.



