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ABSTRAC

Abstract of special problem submitted to the Graduate School of Maejo University in
partial fulfillment of the requirements for the deg ee of Master of Science ir

\griculture and Forestry Administrat:

IMPACT OF TREKKING TOURISM ON THE ENVIRONMENT AND
LOCAL PEOPLE, BAN RUAM MITR, CHIANGRAI PROVINCE
By
SUMRAUY NHUSAENG
OCTOBER .998

Chairman Associatc Prc  ior Dr.Numc i Tt nupon
Department/Faculty: Department of Agricultural Extension, ‘aculty of

Agricultural Business

The objectives of this research were 1) to examine personal, social
and economic characteristics of the Ruam-mitr Village residents and those of the
villages along the trails as well as effects of trekking tour at Ruam-mitr Village on
natural and social environments and culture; and 2) to determine guidelines for
improvement of such effects from the viewpoints of thé residents of Ruam-mitr
Village and the villages along the trails, namely Cha-laae Village, Ya-Fu Village,
and Yao-hui-maesai Village, Mae-yao Subdistrict, Muang District, Chiangrai.
Questionnaires were used for data collection and the respondents were 60 household
heads, selected by systematic random sampling. The statistical analysis included
percentage, frequency, mean and standard deviation

The study revealed that most respondents were male, 40 years old on
average, 48.33% uneducated, and the majority were not local residents There was an
average of 6 people in cach fan vy, h 3 people ear :ome:  None of the
residents moved out from the areas during the past year but 3 outsiders moved into

the villages
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Economic effects of trekking tour were more jobs, higher incomes, and
higher expenses of the respondents; their land holding remained unchanged.

For the social and cultural effects, it was found that there
changes in almost all of the respondents' types of food and eating habit They used
facilities to facilitate their daily lives and did not wear the hill-tribe clothings as
before. Most of them sang popular songs and most family members could speak a
foreign language. They built modern houses and their children had higher education
Robbery, as well as mutual helping in the villages, was lessened.

The effects of trekking tour on physical environments, indicated by
most of the respondents, were the decrease in forest areas and number of wildlife
due to damage of vegetation by the elephants used for transporting the tourists, the
cutting of trees by villagers to build lodgings for the tourists and also to use as fuel
wood in cooking, and hunting of wild animals for food. Hunting also caused
deterioration of the environments along trekking paths, soil erosion, and water quality
deterioration. However, the villages became cleaner; the volume of garbage, smaller;
and life, more convenient.

All of the respondents indicated that the villages became crowded.
More than half of them stated that some tourists asked for women and drugs and
they informed them of unavailability of service girl in the villages. The tourists were
led by the guides to take drugs at hilitribe villages on the mountains. All the
respondents recommended that the villages should be improved to become sustainable
tourist spots; most of them agreed that Mr.Manop Lertbunchongkwan, the manager of
Ban Ruam Mitr elephant tour, should be the leader in coordination and cooperation

with outside people and organisations.



