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ABSTARCT

Abstract of special problem submitted to the Graduate School of Maejo University in
partial fulfilment of the requirements for the degree of Master of Science in Agricultural

Extension

PARTICIPATION OF KAREN HILL TRIBES IN WOMEN OCCUPATION
EXTENSION AND DEVELOPMENT BY SUAN PA SIRIKIT
PROJECT, MAEJAM DISTRICT, CHIANGMAI

By
ANCHANA NITIKUL
APRIL 2000

Chairman: Assistant Professor Dr. Boonsom Waraegsiri
Department/Facuity: Department of Agricultural Extension,

Faculty of Agricultural Business

This research aimed to study Karen hill tribes personal and socio
economic characteristics, cultures, satisfaction and level of participation in women
occupation extension and development in the area of Suan Pa Sirikit Project. The resuits
of this research will be used to improve the implemantation of the project to be more
compatible with women's needs, thus enhancing their motivation to participate more in
the project. The data were collected by means of interview schedules from 212 Karen
women living in Gong-Kag sub-district, Mae-Jam district, Chiangmai province and

analyzed by the SPSS/PC
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The results of the research showed that the respondents were 33 years old
on average, married and did not have formal education. They earned an average of
10,656.22 Baht per year, had average agricultural land of 4.69 rai and average
household labor of 3 persons. Cloth weaving was a supplementary job for most of them.
They participated in all social activities, highly respected leaders and extension agents,
and regularly contacted the agents. Over half of the respondents were Buddhist.
Experience and knowledge of religion, tribal costumes and weaving has been passed
on them regularly by their elders. The respondents were found to have a low level of
satisfaction with the extension periods and understanding of the project and a moderate
level of satisfaction with the obtained benefits.

For participation in the women occupation extension and develo;)ment
project, the respondents were found to participate in all aspects of the project at a
moderate level: planning and decision making: they informally proposed their ideas at
the meetings; activity participation: they attended training in their job i.e. cloth weaving;
obtaining benefits: they formed groups to buy material in large quantities at lower prices
and they also got help from other members.

Most of the respondents were found to have the following problems: lack of
capital and credit sources, low prices of their products, limited markets and lack of
material and equipment. Thus, they required the provision of capital and credit, markets
to sell their products at high prices and services of knowledge, training and study tour.
They recommended monthly meetings by the members, clear responsibility delegation
among the committees, management and follow-up of production, efficient financial
management to bring about available circulating capital, provision of latest knowledge

and study tours to gain information and experience to improve their products.
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