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This research +as conducted to find out: ~1 )personal a~d socio-economic

characteristics of people in lean Thung Kwian, Hang chat ~istrict. Lampan~ province; (2) their

opinions on forest fire contr91 operation by forest fire office~s; and (3) their r~commen(jjations to

improve forest fire control o~erationThe data were collected between Jun~ and July 2000 by

means of interview schedul~s from 96 people in Ban Thu~g Kwian.Who 4ere 18-60 year old

and seJected by the system~tic random sampling, and thenlanalyzed with th~ use of the SPSS

The results ShO,ed that the respondents had 1n average age 0142 years. Most qf

them had cOmpletE~d Grad~ 4, worked as hired labOrerslwith an averagel annual i~come of

56,046 Baht and an averagelof 4 family members and pos~ssed land rights! Most of~hem dictf

not under go training and c~ntact forest fire officersThev mostly receive~ information about

forest fire control through tele~jSion,
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The res~)ondents rere found to have positive O~niOnS on the fOU~ tasks of forest fire

control operation: preventio1 of forest fires; prepartion tor control forest fi1es; .inspection for

forest fires; and controlling Iforest fires To improve thel forest fire conttol operation. the

respondents recommended ihe establishment of the "YOyth v~lunteers to I fight forest fires"

group, of which members shfuld be informed should be f~rmed of danger~ of forest fires as

well as preventive measures lagainst them so that they will disseminate thi~ informa1ion and

knowledge to their parents ra~her than having them actually practice fighting forest fires as it is

dangerous and risky. Besidet' inspection for forest fires shfuld be done in ~everal ways e.g.

explorations method on foot, ~y motorcycle. by car and by ~Iane due to pro~able limitations in

some areas


