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ABSTRACT

Abstract of special problem submitted to the Graduate School Project of Maejo University in

partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of Master of Arts in Communications

MASS MEDIA INFORMATION NEEDED BY SECONDARY SCHOOL TEACHERS
IN SANSAIL, CHIANG MAI
By
NARUMAS NONTAWASEE
SEPTEMBER 2001
Chairman: Assistant Professor Nakarate Rungkawat
Department/Faculty: Department of Agricultural Extension, Faculty of Agricultural

Business

The purposes of this study were to examine needs for information from mass
media for class preparation by secondary school teachers in Sansai, Chiang Mai, and to
explore relationships between their personal characteristics, economic status, as well as
motives for media use and levels of their needs for information from the mass media. The
teachers’ class preparation involved six subjects: Thai, English, Science, Mathematics,
Personality Improvement, and Social Study. The data were collected by means of
questionnaires from 104 secondary school teachers and analyzed by using the Statistical
Package for the Social Sciences(SPSS).

The results showed that the teachers rated their needs for information from the
mass media for their class preparation of all six subjects at high level. Of the three mass
media through which the information should be disseminated, the teachers rated television
the highest, followed by newspaper and radio respectively.

The examination of the teachers’ background indicated that most of them were
women. Their average age was 46. They had a bachelor level of education or higher, and

their average monthly income was 17,190 bath. The results of the Cramer’s V coefficient



indicated weak relationships between their background (gender, age, education, and
economic status) and levels of their needs for information from the mass media.

The factors affecting their motives for media use included increasing income,
gaining respect from students, gaining acceptance from colleagues, advancement in career,
catching up with current affairs, and getting suggestions from the mass media. Ninety-eight
percent needed information from the mass media to catch up with current affairs; 89 percent,
to gain suggestion; 35 percent, to gain respect from students; 26 percent, to advance in career;
23 percent, to gain acceptance from colleagues; and 18 percent, to increase income. The
results of the Cramer’s V coefficient showed weak relationships between the teachers’

motives for media use and levels of their needs for information from the mass media.
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