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ABSTRACT

Abstract of special problem submitted to the Graduate School Project of Maejo University in
partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of Master of Arts in Development

Administration

INTENTION OF POLITICAL PARTICIPATION: A CASE STUDY OF
STUDENTS IN VOCATIONAL SCHOOLS IN MUANG DISTRICT,
CHIANG MAI PROVINCE
By
SAKRAPEE WATTANAPARINYA
OCTOBER 2001

Chairman : Dr. Chalermchai Panyadee
Department/Faculty : Department of Agricultural Extension, Faculty of Agricultural
Business

The objectives of this research were to examine 1) intention of political
participation of vocational students in Chiang Mai ; 2) factors related to their intention of political
participation ; 3) their political participation problems and ways to solve their problems. The
respondents were 204 samples of students in vocational schools in Chiang Mai. A questionnaire
was used as the data collecting tool after it had been pre-tested for reliability and content validity.
The alpha coefficient value of reliability was 0.94. The data was collected from November to
December of the year 2000, processed and analyzed by the SPSS/PC". The statistics used were
percentage, arithmetic means, standard deviation and coefficient correlation.

It was found that most of the respondents were male with an average income of
1,884 baht and lived in Chiang Mai with their parents, most of whom were farmers with an
average family income of 14,659.31 baht/month.

Most of the respondents were found to have a moderate level of overall political

participation. Their intention was at a highest level in the aspect of impeachment of a Member of



(6)

Parliament in case of nontransparent administration, and a lowest level in being a politician in the
future.

The factors significantly correlated with the respondents’ intention of political
participation were attitudes towards political participation ( r = 0.21; p < 0.01), expectation of
benefits from political participation ( r = 0.27 ; p < 0.01) and group influence on political
participation (r=0.16 ; p < 0.05).

The respondents’ most important problem in political participation was the lack of
time. To encourage the students to participate better in politics, more political communication

should be conducted through public relations.
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