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ABSTRACT

Abstract of special problem submitted to the Graduate School Project of Maejo University in

partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of Master of Science in Agricultural

Economics
MARKETING OF LONGAN IN LAMPHUN PROVINCE, 2001
By
SURASIT WONGKARN
MAY 2002
Chairman : Assistant Professor Jamnian Bunmark
Department/Faculty : ~ Department of Agricultural Economics and Cooperatives,

Faculty of Agricultural Business

The objectives of this study were to examine the marketing of longan in Lamphun
province in the year 2001 and to find out marketing ploblems of longan growers and traders in
Lamphun province. The data were collected from 100 longan growers and 31 traders in Lamphun
province.

The results of the study revealed that most longan growers were male, 38-47 years
old, had completed a primary level of education, were members of the Bank for Agriculture and
Agricultural Cooperatives (BAAC), and had an average growing area of 12.68 rais. The most
popular kind of longan grown was Edoor, the yield of which was 7,516.54 kilograms per year.
The average income from in-season longan was 107,150.68 baht and off-season longan,
156,148.15 baht.

Most longan growers were found to sell in-season fresh longan, graded and packed
in plastic baskets to district traders and off-season longan, graded and packed likewise, to
exporters. The growers selling in-season and off-season longan fresh and dried longan faced a

problem of low prices of produce.
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Middle-men were found to be major fresh longan buyers; they bought 27,860
tons/year, consisting of 16,150 tons/year in-season and 11,710 tons/year off-season longan. The
growers brought their produce, graded and packed in plastic baskets, to sell to both large and
small traders.

For the marketing channels of in-season and off-season fresh longan, it was found
that large traders exported the produce themselves while small traders sold the produce to
exporters. Both large and small traders of fresh longan fixed the prices by estimation and
experience while dried longan traders, by grading machine. Trucks were mostly used for
transporting the produce. About 56 percent of in-season dried longan traders exported the produce
themselves and the rest sold it to exporters. Off-season dried longan traders mostly exported the
produce themselves.

In general, two types of longan were sold in Lumphum : fresh longan and dropped
longan. Fresh longan was usually sold to peddlers and district traders. The district traders sold it
to local traders and small exporters. Local traders sold it further to retailers who sold it to
domestic consumers and small exporters sold the produce to large exporters. Dropped longan was
sold to small driers, drying factories, and canneries to process and sell to domestic consumers as
well as export to other countries.

Trucks have been a popular means of longan transportation. The problems facing
large fresh longan traders were low prices and low qualities of in-season longan, and those facing

small traders were low prices of produce and lack of bargaining power with buyers.
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