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ABSTRACT

Abstract of the special problem submitted to the Graduate School Project of Maejo
University in partial fulfilment of the requirements for the degree of Master of Arts

Program in Communication

FARMER’S GRATIFICATION WITH AGRICULTURAL PROGRAMS FROM
THAILAND TELEVISION (CHANNEL 11), IN BAAN KLANG,
SANPATONG DISTRICT, CHIANGMAI
By
CHAROEN NIYOM
JUNE 2002

Chairman: Associate Professor Dr. Wittaya Damrongkiattisak

Department/Faculty: Agricultural Extension / Agricultural Business

This research was conducted in order to study: 1) the demographic
characteristics of farmers; 2) the farmers’ viewing characteristics towards agricultural
programs of Thai television Channel 11; and. 3) farmers’ satisfaction with and needs of
agricultural programs. Data respondents consisted of 310 farmers from Baan Klang,
Sanpatong district, Chiang Mai province using simple random sampling. Data collected
was later analyzed using a statistical software computer package program designed for
the social science research (SPSS/PC+). The results were as follows:

1. Most farmer respondents (63.23%) were male and had an average age
of 45.98 years. About 75.81% completed primary school level and had an average
annual income of 46,246.03 baht per year. Moreover, a percentage of 97.74% owned a
television set and 96.45% usually watched television programs in their own houses.

2. Around 91.61% of the farmer respondents tuned in to Thai television

Channel 11 due to clearer image and finer sound, and 97.10% watched Channel 11
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from their own houses. Less than the majority (46.13%) indicated that they watched
television programs broadcasted by Thai television Channel 11 between 18.30-20.00
hours. About 64.84% of the respondents mentioned that they watched agricultural news
at a frequency rate of 1-2 days per week.
3. Farmers’ satisfaction with and needs of television programs, included
the following:
3.1 Level of farmers’ satisfaction after watching agriculture programs.
Regarding program components, most farmers were highly satisfied
with the contents and application.
Regarding program contents, a majority of farmers indicated their
moderate level of satisfaction, based on descending average scores, namely: 1)
planting and care/ maintenance; 2) farm product processing; 3) integrated farm
management; 4) fertilization and use of plant hormones; 5) new farming system; 6) fruit
tree planting and maintenance; 7) pesticide and herbicide application; 8) use of herbal
insecticides and farm tools and equipment.
Regarding program format, many farmers were highly satisfied with the
presentation of documentaries in agriculture and time of viewing between 18.30 to 20.00
and 07.30 to 08.00. As for program moderators, many farmer respondents indicated
their equal preference for a male or female and most preferred to watch programs in
northern dialect or general Thai as long as they speak formally. Most farmers were able
to remember only half of the program contents and applied the knowledge they obtained
into their farms to increase the yield. The farmers were also interested in attaining more
knowledge from the district and provincial agriculture office including the district office
for transfer of technology. Besides this, new knowledge was shared among other
neighbouring farmers.
3.2 Level of farmer needs towards farm television programs showed
that, in terms of contents, most farmers indicated their highest desire for programs
showing the planting and care of rice and farm product processing. In terms of program

format, many farmers preferred to watch documentaries shown 2-3 times per week
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during Saturdays and Sundays between 16.00-18.00 hours. They also would like to
watch a complete program within 16-30 minutes. About 98.06% of the total respondents
expressed their desire to continue viewing the agricultural programs shown in Thai

television channel 11 in the future.
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