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ABSTRACT

Abstract of special problem submitted to the Graduate School Project of Maejo University in

partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of Master of Arts in Communications

RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE EXPOSURE TO POLITICAL INFORMATION
FROM MASS MEDIA AND POLITICAL PARTICIPATION AMONG THE
PEOPLE IN MAERAM, MAERIM DISTRICT, CHIANG MAI PROVINCE
By

JARUNSAK LOYMEE

JUNE 2002
Chairman: Associate Professor Dr.Wittaya Damrongkiattisak
Department/Faculty: ~ Department of Agricultural Extension, Faculty of Agricultural Business

This research was conducted in order to study : 1) the exposure to political
information as presented by mass media reporters; 2) the level of exposure to political
information as presented by mass media reporters, basic knowledge of politics; interest in
political; political participation; and 3) the analysis of relationship between political mass media
exposure, basic knowledge of politics and political interest with political participation of people
residing in Maeram, Maerim district, Chiang Mai province.

Data respondents for this study consisted of 179 randomly selected villagers
residing in Maeram, Maerim district, Chiang Mai province whose ages ranged from 18 years of
age and up. Data was collected by means of an interview schedule designed for the research
objectives. Data analysis employed the Statistical Package for the Social Sciences (SPSS/FW)
with statistics presented as percentages, means, standard deviation and Pearson’s Product

Moment Correlation Coefficient. The results were as follows :



(6)

Exposure to political information from mass media showed that television was

the most favored medium (100%) followed by radio (42.25%) and newspaper (34.08%).

The frequency of exposure to political information from mass media, with the
content of political information having been categorized in television, was found to be quite
different among the sample population. The exposure could be divided into two levels, the
moderate level of frequency of exposure to political information from television includes protest
and complaint news followed by the working performance of the election committee. On the
other hand, the low level consists of news concerning interviews of electoral candidates.

In terms of exposure to political information from radio as categorized by their
contents, it was found that the frequency of exposure was also different among the respondents.
The results indicated a low level frequency for the working performance of the election
committee followed by community protests and complaints and political news concerning
interviews of electoral candidates.

Likewise, the frequency of exposure to political information from newspapers
based on their contents was found to be different among the sample group. The frequency levels
could be divided into two: moderate level for information based first on the satire of political
cartoons and second, by working performance of the election committee; and low level for the

working performance of members of the parliament.

The level of exposure to political information from mass media, basic
knowledge in politics, political interest and political participation showed that the sample
population had a low level of exposure to political information from mass media while their basic
knowledge in politics, political interest and political participation were found to be at the

moderate level.

The analysis of relationship between the exposure to political information,
basic knowledge in politics, political interest with political participation was shown to be

positively related.
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