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ABSTRACT

Abstract of thesis #ubmitted to the Graduate Schbol of Maejo UniverFity in partial

fulfillment of the r&quirements for the degree of Master of Science ir* Agricultural

Extension

OPINIONS OF OFFICERS AND FARMERS|ON THE OPERAT|ON OF
RESTRUCTURING AND AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION SYSTEM

PR¢JECT, SURATTHANI PROVINCE, THAILAND

BY
TANATSUK CHIYOT

MAY 1999

Chairman \Associate Professor Dr.Numchai lThanupon

Department/Faculty \Department of Agricultural Extensi{)n, Faculty of Agriculuknal Business.

The purﬂaoscs of this rescarch were 1) to %tudy personal and sc.{ciweconomic
characteristics of ofdccrs and farmers participating ir{ the restructuring anh agricultural
production system préject; 2) to examine their opinion:* the implementation (kf the project:
3) to compare the opi}wions of agricultural extension agients and the pcrsonnt#l of the bank
for Agriculturc and \Agricultural Cooperative (BAA{:) on the implemen‘lation of the
project 4) to compa}e the opinions of the officers anh the farmers partici#ating in the
project on the proje*;t implementation; and 5) to ﬂile out the officers *md farmers’
problems and obsmilcds concerning the implcment#tion of the projecﬂl The total
population used in thc‘ rescarch was 187, consisting of i groups The farmer consisted of
46 agricultural cxlcn*iun agents and 56 BAAC cmpkoyecs; the latler, Sﬁ samples of

farmers participating i4 the project, selected by systemati+ random sampling. 'F'w data were



by means of ques‘ionnaires, pretested for validity }and reliability and aqlalyzc’,(
with the use of the SPSS/PC  he results of the research wer& as follows

Almost all of the agricultura] extension agents twerc male, 43 yearslold o
average; most of them were ‘i‘naljricd, had children and receivetd a bachelor’s degrc#. They
liad an average income of 1$,920 babt ner month, an average. working period of I‘F years
:nd average land holding oﬁ 36 rai. Almost all of the BAAt employees were m*ale, 49
wears old on average; most \‘klere married, had children and re*ceived a bachelor’s pegrcc
They had an average incom# of 18,886 baht per month, an a*erage working period of 15
wears and average land holding of 29 rai. Almost all farmers'were male, 49:.ycars‘ old on
dverage; most were marrich had children and finished a pribaw school They had an
4verage income of 3,612 bdht per month; average land hol4ing of 29 rai and optained
loans from BAAC at the intci;cst rate of 5 percent per year.

The agriculturah extension agents were found to‘agree, at a very higlkn level
on all of the 7 steps of the project implementation.  The BAlAC employees agrch, at
very high level, on only 6 st#ps; they indicated their agrecmelixt on alternative prcp‘aration
4t a low level

When comparedl by using the mean scores, the a#gricultural cxtcnsion\agcnts
and the BAAC employces *Nere found to have high mcan.scorcs of opinions \on the
implementation of the project; the BAAC employees had a 10\*' mean score for altcrnative
preparation only. Although tkle 2 groups of respondents had siknilar levels of opinid*ns, the
comparison of mean scores ixﬁdicatcd that the opinions of the 4gricultural cxtension‘agent
on each aspect were higher tlian those of the BAAC employee#.

The results also revealed that the officers aﬂd the farmers wer¢ non
significantly different in opinions on the following aspectsr targef area spcciﬁication‘
presentation of production alltematives, survey of farmers’ ne&*ds and helping the an’ners
in preparing production plan.‘ However, they were signiﬁcandky different in their oq)inions

on the following support 041 the farmers’ production plans,

preparation of altcn#atives,

and reporting, monitoring and supervision
3y
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The problems and obstacles concerning the 7 steps of the project were: 1)
fargel area specification : inappropriate target areas; 2) allemative preparation : lack of
farmers’ participation and no marketing consideration; 3) preséntation of altnmativals = lack
of farmers’ knowledge as well as of agricultural extension agents’ accurate data; 4}!_5uwr.y
of farmers’ necds - lack of farmers’ confidence in the project as well as of selected farmers
of high quality ; 5) helping farmers in preparing production plans luck of ﬁl}nncrs'
knowledge and interest in production planning as well a5 of agricultural extension agents’
responsibility ; 6) support on the farmers' production plans : delay in suppt:lqrt and
inadequate advice by officers ; and 7) reporling, monitoring and supervision : lack of

monitoring and supervision and insufficiency of officers.



