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ABSTRACT

Abstract of thesis ~ubmitted to the Graduate Schfol of Maejo Univer~ity in partial

fulfillment of the rfquirements for the degree of tvtaster of Science i~ Agricultural

Extension

OPINIONS 0, OFFICERS AND FARMERSloN THE OPERA11fON OF

RESTRUCT~RING AND AGRICUL T~ PRODUCTION StSTEM

PR~JECT,SURATTHANIPROVI~CE,THAILAND

BY

CHIyPTTANATSUK

MAY 1999

\Associate Professor Dr.Numchai \ThanuponChairman

\Department of Agricultural Extensi?n, Faculty of Agricul*al Business.Dcpartmenl/Faculty

Thc pu~oses of this research were 1) to ~tudy personal and s~cio-economic

characteristics of ofQcers and farmers participating i9 the restructuring an~ agricultural

production system pr~ject; 2) to examine their opinion~ the implementation +f the project

3) to compilre the opi~ions of agricultural extension agfnts and the personn~1 of the bank

for Agriculturc and \Agricultural Cooperative (BAAt) on the impleme+tion of the

4) to compate the opinions of the officers an~ the farmers partici~ating in the
project

project on the proje~t implementation; and 5) to fi~e out the officers rnd fanners'

The totalproblems and obsta~leds concerning the implemen~tion of the project\

Thc farmc~ consisted ofc{msisting of t groupsp<1pulalion used in lh~ research was 187,

4h agri<.:ultur;l\ exten~ilm agenl., ;lnd 5h BAAC employees; the \at\er, 8~ samples of

lam1c~ participating i~ thc project, selcctcd by ~'Ystemati~ random sampling. "~e data were



t by means of questionnaires, pretested for validity ~nd reliability and a~lalyze(

'he results of the research wer~ as follows\"ith lhc use oftlle SPSS/PC

Almost all of *e agricultu'.~1 extension agents ~ere male, 43 years1old o

avc:rage; most of them were ~ar:ried, had children and receive~ a bachelor's degre~. They

had an average income of 1~,920 babf ')er month, an average! working period of l~ years

and average land holding o~ 36 rai. Almost all of the BAAf employees were ~ale, 49

years old on average; most tere married, had children and r~ceived a bachelor's ~egree

They had an average incom~ of 18,886 baht per month, an a1erage working periof1 of 15

years and average land holding of 29 rai. Almost all farrnerslwere male, 49;.yearSlold on

avcrage; most were maITied~ had children and finished a prifary school They \had an

average income of 3,612 b~ht per month; average land hol4ing of 29 rai and optained

loans from BAAC at the interest rate of 5 percent per year.

The agricultura~ extension agents were found to!agree, at a very hig~ level

on all of the 7 steps of the project imrlementatioa The BA\AC employees agre~d, at

very high level, on only 6 st4ps; they indicated their agreeme+t on alternative prePlaration

at a low level

Whel1l compare~ by using the mean scores, the ~ricultural extensionl agents

and tlle BAAC employees }vere found to have high mean I scores of opinions fn tlle

implementation of the projec~ the BAAC employees had a lot mean score for alternative

preparation only. Although *e 2 groups of respondents had sifilar levels of opini~ns, the

comparison of mean scores i*dicated that the opinions of the ~gricultural extension\agent

on each aspect were higher ~an those of the BAAC employee~.

The results alsp revealed that the officers aqd the farmers wer+ non

significantly different in opinions on the following aspectsf targef area speciffation

presentation of production al~matives, survey of fanners' ne~ds and helping the ,nners

in preparing produ(~tion plan.\ However, they were significan~ different in their o~inions

support o~ the fanners' production plans, !preparation of alten1atives:on the following

and reporting, monitoring an4 supervision




