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Agricultural Business

The objectives of this study were to examine 1) participation in activities by
members of agricultural cooperative women groups in relation to the development of their
quality of life in socio-economic aspects; 2) their problems in conducting group activities;
and 3) solutions to their problems. The respondents of the study were all125 members of 7
agricultural cooperative women groups in Uttaradit province. The data was collected by
means of interview schedules and then analyzed by the SPSS/PC" with the use of arithmetic

means, percentage, frequency, and Pearson Multicorrelation values.
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It was found that most of the respondents were 30-40 years old, had 3-4
household members, have been the group members for 3-4 years, and had total incomes
ranging from 30,001 to 60,000 baht/household/year, total expenditures ranging from 45,001
to 50,000 baht/household/year and an average net income of 4,597.52 baht/household/
year.

In the aspect of participation in economic activities, the respondents were
found to have a high level of participation in production activities. They had a high level of
participation in social and cultural activites i.e. religion and temptation reduction
campaigns, as well as in traditional and cultural activities i.e. community development. Their
participation in environmental conservation, training in cooperative principles, vocational
training, and public health training was at a moderate level.

In the aspect of quality of life development, it was found that each
respondent had an average income of lower than 3,001 baht/year. 90 respondents had
savings while 35 did not. The average saving of each was 2,001 baht/year. Only 40
respondents had an increase in savings. Quality of life development in social, hygienic and
educational aspects was at a moderate level.

The respondents’ participation in production activities, religion and
temptation reduction campaigns, and environmental conservation were significantly
correlated with quality of life development at 0.05, the coefficient correlation values being
0.204, 0.206 and 0.209. Vocational training was significantly correlated with quality of life
development at 0.01, the coefficient correlation value being 0.239.

The respondents’ participation in traditional and cultural activities were
significantly correlated with their quality of life development at 0.05, the coefficient
correlation value being 0.215. Their participation in religion and temptation reduction
campaigns, community development, and environment conservation were significantly
correlated with quality of life development at 0.01, the coefficient correlation value being

0.54, 0.425 and 0.393 respectively.
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The respondents’ participation in production, traditional and cultural activities
and environment conservation were significantly correlated with quality of life development
in hygiene at 0.05, the coefficient correlation values being 0.220, 0.198 and 0.200. Their
participation in religion and temptation reduction campaigns, vocational training, and
hygienic education were significantly correlated with quality of life development at 0.01, the

coefficient correlation values being 0.338, 0.302 and 0.432 respectively.
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