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ABSTRACT

Abstract of thesis submitted to the Graduate School Project of Maejo University in partial

fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of Master of Science in Agricultural Extension

MONK’S PARTICIPATION IN RURAL DEVELOPMENT, CHIANGMAI
By
VEN.THANEE JONGJEN BHIKKU
OCTOBER 2001

Chairman: Associate Professor Dr.Boontham Tesna
Department/ Faculty: Department of Agricultural Extension,

Faculty of Agricultural Business

The objectives of this research were to find out 1) selected personal and social
characteristics of monks participating in rural development in Chiangmai province; 2) levels of
their participation in rural development; and 3) their problems and obstacles concerning such
development.

The data were collected by means of pretested questionnaires from 103 monks
participating in rural development in Chiangmai, processed and analyzed by using the SPSS/PC”.

It was found that the respondents had an average age of 32 years and an average
ordination period of 11 years, 53.40% had a high school level of education and 76.70% had
religious education. Their average period of participation in rural development was 7 years and
the money spent on such development was donated by people.

The respondents’ participation in rural development was at a high level in all
aspects i.e. identifying problems, planning of rural development activities, implementation, and
evaluation of the rural development projects.

Their problems and obstacles concerning rural development participation were at a
moderate level in all aspects i.e. personal problems, Dhammavinaya, the monk’s regulations,

project implementation, budgeting and time.



The respondents recommended that monks should play a role in rural development
both in giving suggestions and encouraging rural people to help themselves. Mahathera
Association, and the monk-governing body should have clear policies concerning the monks
participating in rural development. They should also evaluate and follow up the monks’
participation in rural development and also give assistance to them when needed. Government

personnel should cooperate and support the monks’ rural development participation as well.
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