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ABSTRACT

Abstract of thesis submitted to the Graduate School Project of Maejo University in partial

fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of Master of Science in Agricultural Extension

EXPOSURE BEHAVIOR AND NEEDS FOR AGRICULTURAL INFORMATION
ACQUISITION THROUGH RADIO BY FARMERS
IN HANGDONG, CHIANGMAI
By
SIRIWAN KANTHA

OCTOBER 2001

Chairman : Associate Professor Dr.Wittaya Damrongkiattisak

Department/Faculty :  Department of Agricultural Extension, Faculty of Agricultural Business

The objectives of this research were to find out 1) personal background of the
farmers acquiring agricultural information through radio; 2) their behavior in acquiring
agricultural information through radio; 3) their needs for agricultural program formats and
contents; and 4) their opinions and suggestions concerning program hosts and the programs
themselves. The data was collected by means of pretested interview schedules from 150
purposively sampled farmers acquiring agricultural information through radio and then analyzed
by using the SPSS/PC.

The findings were as follows:

1.The average age of the respondents was 49 years; 94% were male, 42.7% had
completed Prathom 4(4th grade), 34.0% grew field crops, 30.7% grew fruit crops, 20.0% conducted
integrated farming, and 15.3% raised livestock. More than half (57.3%) of them had labor hiring
and trading as minor jobs. Their average annual income per family was 78,933.33 baht. Most of
the respondents (99.3%) received agricultural information through radio and 93.3% through

television. All of them had radio at home: 91.3% had 1 radio, and 8.7% had 2.
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The majority (78.7%) of the radios could receive both the AM and FM bands while 21.3%, only
the AM.

2. All of the respondents listened to AM bands and were able to receive the
signals well, 80.7% listened to the radio at noon (11.01a.m. — 14.00 p.m.), all listened to the radio
everyday, and 70.7% listened at least 5 hours a day. The respondents liked to listen to Kasetsart
University Station, Kawila Broadcasting Station, and Radio of Thailand Broadcasting Station,
Chiang Mai Branch respectively due to desirable programs, strong signals, and desirable program
hosts. The most listened programs were news, entertainment, and knowledge programs
respectively. The most popular programs were “Kasetsart University Meets People”, “Early
Morning Agriculture” (Kaset Korn Jang), and “Inside Agriculture” (Wad Wong Karn Kaset) on
the KU Broadcasting Station as those programs presented various kinds of information and
knowledge by experts in many fields, suggested the farmers and helped them in solving their
problems. Most of the respondents (52.7%) contacted the broadcasting station and program hosts
about three times a month by phone, once a month by letter, and once a month in person, with the
reasons for asking questions, asking for more documents, and making comments on the programs
respectively.

3. The respondents different in age, level of education, secondary job, and
income had similar needs for radio program formats and contents while those different in their
main job had similar needs for radio program formats but different needs for contents.

The program formats highly needed were 1) local and national agricultural news;
2) warning of diseases and natural disasters; 3) agriculture talk with academics, specialists, or
successful farmers; 4) interviewing famous persons in agriculture; and 5) songs along with
agricultural news. The contents highly needed were 1) knowledge of marketing and prices e.g.
marketing activities, distribution channels, price levels and movement, government policy on
product prices, movement of consumers’ demands, and supplies of products; and 2) knowledge of
crops e.g. quality improvement of crops, quantity of production, plant varieties and plant
improvement, plant propagation, and natural and chemical disease control and prevention.

4.The host of the program should have basic knowledge of agriculture. Almost
all of the respondents (94%) preferred either a male of female host, 85.3% preferred the host

talking in a friendly manner, able to speak the local dialect of Central Thai dialect, being
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reasonable and trustworthy, giving a lot of knowledge of specialized subjects as well as of
agriculture, and having a pleasant voice. The majority (92.7%) of the respondents thought that a
greater amount of agricultural information should be presented; 98.7%, agricultural information on
the radio was highly beneficial; and 96%, the presented programs should be rebroadcast.

The respondents suggested the following: discussion on agricultural problems
with specialists to find out solutions; presentation of hot issues, experiments and new knowledge
of agriculture; presentation of quantity and quality improvement methods; daily retail and
wholesale prices of agricultural produce; a greater amount of agricultural information presented
by other broadcasting stations; unstressful programs with listeners’ participation; and interesting

radio commercials.
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