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The objectives of this research were to fin~ out (I) personal, economic and

soclar characteristics of people bringing in plants and agri+ltural material in Amphur Mae-

Sai Changwat Chiangrai; (2) their opinions on the operat~ons of Mae-Sai Plant Quarantine

officers; and (3) their recommendations to improve the wor~ing of the officers

The respondents were 30 people bringing pl~ts and agricultural material into

the !country and residing in areas adjoining the border of I Myanmar i.e. Tambon Mae-Sai,

Ta~bon Padang and Tambon Kochang. The ins~ment for data collection was

queftionnaires pretested for content accuracy and re'iability~ the confidence value being 0.82

Th9 data were collected from July, 1998 to September, ~ 999 and analyzed by using the

Sta~stic Packa!~e for the Social Sciences

The research results showed that most of th~ respondents were male, had an

ave~age age of 43 years, and had finished a secondary sc~ool. Their average income was

6421800 baht pc~r year. They contacted the plant quarantine pfficers at aIl average of 15 time

per year and mostly received information from the Plant Qu~rantine Officers.
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C()nceming the working of the! pJanl ~uaranline officers. most of the

~espondents agree~ on isuitability of their working accorr ins to four acts and one convention

I.~. Plant QuarantIne Act B.E. 2507, Plant Act !B.E. 2 ] R, Hazardous Substance Act B.E.

2~35. Fertilizer Act B.E. 2518 and CITES. They were pprticularly satisfied with giving pesl-

fl1ee plant certificates. dealing with request for licenses, larresting people bringing hazardous

s~bstances into the country. checking vehicles suspected to carry fertilizer controlled by laws

aud checking documen~.

The following recommendations to improte the operations of Mae-Sai Plant

Q~arantine officers were made by the respondenl.. : quarantine or confiscation of plant and

agricultural material s~ould be notified in advance; vehIcles carrying seeds into. and out of

the country should be occasionally checked; the checkin~ ofbazardous substances should be

done by quarantine officers together with officers :from ote.,r agencies; fertilizer confiscation

shcl>uld be announced beforehand; and owners ~f stor~e of plants or goods should be

informed of the checking beforehand


