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ABSTRACT
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This research was conducted  to examine persona l charac teristics,
push fac tors and pull fac tors in soc io-economics of fa rmers in Pa i d istric t which
caused them to emig ra te to non-ag ricultura l jobs as well as ag ricultura l labour
p rob lems and solutions to the p rob lems.

The data were collec ted by means of interview schedules from 98
samp les of fa rmers selec ted by multi � stage samp ling from 4,375 households and
then ana lyzed by the SPSS/PC+.  The sta tistics used were percentage, mean,
correla tion and the Chi-square.

The find ings revea led that most fa rmers were fema le, married , 25 years
old  on average, and had comp leted a secondary school.



Marita l sta tus was found to be significantly correla ted with labour
emig ra tiion of fa rmers in Pa i d istric t, Maehongson p rovince while age, sex and
educationa l level were not.

The push fac tors significantly correla ted with non-ag riculture emig ra tion
were cost of living , debts, and household  expenses but ag ricultura l land , natura l
d isasters, ag ricultura l expenses, and child ren and old  peop le were not correla ted with
non-ag ricultura l job emig ra tion.

The pull fac tors i.e. tota l household  incomes, non-ag ricultura l incomes,
soc ia lity, pub lic  hea lth fac ilities, rela tives� influences, and friends were non-
significantly correla ted with non-ag ricultura l job emig ra tion.

Two types of p rob lems were found to exist : p rob lems fac ing the fa rmers
emig ra ting to non-ag ricultura l jobs i.e. family, soc io-economic , and environmenta l
p rob lems � and ag ricultura l p rob lems i.e. lack of cap ita l, marketing , low qua lity
p roducts, lack of land rights, and natura l d isasters.
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