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ABSTRACT

Abstract of thesis submitted to the Graduate School Project of Maejo University in
partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of Master of Science in Agricultural

Extension

OPERATION EFFECTIVENESS OF TAMBON AGRICULTURAL
TECHNOLOGY TRANSFER CENTERS IN SANSAI DISTRICT,
CHIANGMAI PROVINCE, THAILAND
By
PITIPONG RAHAME
AUGUST 2002

Chairman: Dr. Weerasak Prokati
Department / Faculty: Department of Agricultural Extension, Faculty of Agricultural

Business

The objectives of this research were to examine (1) personal and socio-
economic characteristics of leader farmers in Sansai district, Chiangmai province;
(2) operation effectiveness of Tambon Agricultural Technology Transfer Centers in
Sansai district; and (3) relationship between personal and socio-economic characteristics
of the leader farmers’ and their opinions on the operation effectiveness of Tambon
Agricultural Technology Transfer Centers in Sansai. The data were collected from 87
randomly sampled leader farmers in Sansai district, Chiangmai province by means of

questionnaires and analyzed by using the SPSS for Windows.



The findings were as follows :

1. The leader farmers had an average age of 46.26 years, completed the
sixth grade of primary education and owned an average land area of 5.72 rai. Their
average number of family members was 4 and experience in farming, 27 years. The
leader farmers had an average annual income of 101,353.50 baht and 2 times of
experience in training. The major source of financial support for agricultural production
was the Bank of Agriculture and Agricultural Co-operatives (38.20 percent) and 33.60
percent were members of the agricultural cooperative group. The leader farmers mostly
obtained information from neighbours (32.50 percent).

2. The leader farmers’ opinions on operation effectiveness of Tambon
Agricultural Technology Transfer Centers were at a moderate level (X = 3.61). The
centers gave them more knowledge (X = 3.44), enabled them to improve their families’
living conditions (X = 3.40), and enabled them to increase their incomes (X = 3.62).

The leader farmers perceived the service personnel’s operation to be at a
moderate level, particularly the personnel with good human relationship (3( = 3.97),
convenience (X = 3.58), and public relation of the centers (X = 2.53).

3. Land holding was correlated with the leader farmers’ opinions on the
operational process and information access, with their opinions on the centers’ personnel
providing services.

Age, agricultural experience, group membership and number of
household members were not correlated with the leader farmers’ opinions on the
centers’ operation effectiveness.

The hypothesis on relationship between the leader farmers’ opinions on
operation effectiveness of Tambon Agricultural Technology Transfer Centers and

training experience and education could not be tested.
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