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ABSTRACT

Abstract of dissertation s*ubmitted to the Graduate Sch(#d of Maejo University in partial

{yifillment of the requirer+ents for the degree of Doctor o# Philosophy in Rural Planning and

Development

ROLE DEVELOPMENT OF AGRICULTURAL COOPERATIVES
AS A TOOL FOR RURAL DEVELOPMENI: A CASE STUDY
|IN THE UPPER NORTH OF THAILAND
By
SOMKID KEAWTHIP|
NOVEMBER 2000

Chairman: Df. Weerasak Prokati
Department/F aculty:  Dppartment of Agricultural Extensign,

F:*cu]ty of Agricultural Business

The objecti\+es of this study were : 1) to aneﬂyze historical backgrounds of role
d‘:velopmo:nt of agricultqral cooperatives as a tool for ﬁual development; 2) to analyze
*bricultural cooperatives’ rgle performances as a tool for rure# development in the upper north of
Thailand; and 3) to perform developmental synthesis on tentative concepts of r(hc development
o agricultural cooperatives as a tool for rural dcvclopmcntn'E:

the upper north of Thailand. This

5;["udy was designed as a historical research based on seconda
f

data and information mobilization
-r'om brainstorming scminan}s of people relevant to agricultural cooperatives . |

The fmdingq indicated that agricultural ooopeHatives were used as a policy tool,

“hart from other policy tool% such as farmer groups and the Ban for Agriculture and Agricultural

ooperatives client groups, to solve farmers’ debt and 1 poverty problems under the

“nditions of economic deyelopment and national security through political stability. The top-

wn centralized approach has been used by the ggvernment, resulting in separated
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admintstration in divided %gencies, leading ﬁ-lrther to a lac# of unity among farmers and rura
communities,

Agx_1'cult@1ral|cooperatives’ role performances'lemphasized economic development
especially to enable thém Fo act as a mechanism to forwaJHi agricultural credit to the farmers.
Roles and functions have b+5en progressively performed in sn#:h areas as marketing , input supply,
markets for produce, savin#, and providing an opportunity fohL farmers to manage water resources
e.g. water user cooperative$ and forest cooperatives.

However, 04e problem in the cooperatives’ s#ucture was found ie. 90 percent of
the agricultural cooperativeF’ members enrolled in very largeH;ooperatives, resulting in the lack of
cohesion or interaction an}ong members at village and cchmunity levels. Small agricultural
cooperatives based on mut+xal economic activities e.g. Dair)H Cattle Farmer Cooperative, Swine
Production Farmer Cooperﬂtive, etc. demonstrated an eﬁ'ecti% economic role.

In the fuour:, development philosophy will”shiﬁ to self-reliance development
among complex and rapidichanging environments and the H)ower of dcvelopmént will rely on
societies or communities. 'l1hus, a philosophy of self-sufﬁcie#cy and balance, holistic quality and
sustainable rural developme*nt would be a new philosophy an# new principles.

The roles oflagricultural cooperatives in ruralHdevelopment should be back to the
basis of self-help and mutuPl help. The role formulation shor.Hld emphasize social[roles through a
network of individuals and| organizations. The foundation s#ould be based on membership in a
strengthened  community. Integrating systematic devel(ﬂpment both on commodity and
community should be do:*e through collective planning aHnd collective action to reach the
cooperatives’ roles. The m}ain agricultural cooperatives rolH in rural development should deal
with the other commujpity| organizations such as Tambon Hl\dministration Organizations. The
setting up of certain institutions should be encouraged to cr(Hate unity among farmers and other
local organizations.

The ultimate|goals of role development of agH'icultural cooperatives as a tool for
rural development should b}: to improve people’s quality of Ier in all aspects — body and mind

to create strengthened and #elf-reliant families and communiHies ; and to maintain communities’

cultures.



