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The objective4 of this research were to 1) to ~nd out general information

about Ban Silalang peopl~ and their participation in com~unity forest management;

2) to improve their partifipation in community forest \management; and 3) to

evaluate their improvemen~s in participation in forest man~gement.

General info~ation, as well as inforrnati~n about participation in

community forest manag~ment, was first obtained by i~terviewing 40 samples of

Ban Silalang people and t~en questionnaires were distri~uted, both before and after

participation improvement~, to 131 family leaders to collect data concerning their

Theparticipation in decision 1naking, working, benefit sha1ng, evaluation

collected data was analtzed, examined for objective\ compatibility, prioritized

related in importance, an~ presented in a descriptive form The statistics used in

data analysis were freque~cy, percentage, arithmetic me~n, standard deviation and

.L~
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-test. The information o~tained by interv.iews and the Idata collected by means of

questionnaires and obsfrvations were analyzed, int~rpreted, summarized and

discussed together to cre~te greater reliability.

The survey lot the people's participatio~ revealed that their past

participation was at a hig~ level; they have helped in foi'~st protection since 1975. In

terms of management. a tatershed maintenance commi~ee and a forest patrol sub-

committee were appointfd. The latter consisted of 31 people from each village.

patrolling once a month or more if necessary. They hel~ed in fire extinguishing and

building fire lines, condupting an annual ceremony fo~ spirits, not cutting trees

without permission, fixing' the boundary of community tprest which covers the area

of 10~ 125 rais Their de~ision making participation wa~ found to be at a moderate

level; working, a low lev~l; benefit sharing, a low level; land evaluation, a moderate

level

The pre- and post- participation improvemert study in community forest

management (A-1) rev~aled that the forest has bfen destroyed by shifting

cultivation The headme~ of tambons, in .cooperation w~th Tambon Councils, set up

regulations forbidding fortst trespassing and cutting dotn trees for cultivation along

the backwater during thelfirst 5 years, resulting in fore~t rehabilitation. The present

problem and requiremen~ (A-2) is forest conservation a~d restoration and the future

problem is tomorrow cop,munity forest or communi~ forest 2000 (A-3), which

includies four projects i.e.lfast-growing tree planting, for~st fire prevention, deserted

forest replanting, and ta~bon nursery building. To solte the problems (I) the four

projects (1-1 ), as well as t~e procedures and PriOritizati~n, were agreed upon by the

people

Pre- and p~st- evaluation of Silalangl people's participation in

community forest manag~ment revealed that they werelnon-significantly different in

Thetheir Rarticipation in decifion making, working. benefit ~haring, and evaluation

applidation of strategies' of change to influence thel people's thinking caused

Ban S,ilalang people to h~ve greater participation; this ihdicated that improvements




