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This research was conducted to study causes of motivation in the

protection of watershed areas of Bantart people, Tambon Mae Sa-Iongnok, Amphur

Maefa-Iuang, Chiangrai. The data were collected by means of interview schedules

from 87 family leaders in October 1998, and analyzed by using the SPSS.

The results revealed that male and female respondents were similar in

number and had an average age of 39 years. More than half of them did not have

formal education. Almost all of them were Buddhists. There was an average of

people in the family. Most families owned 1-5 rai of land.

The respondents' motivation in the protection of watershed areas i.e. not

cutting wood and taking part in afforestation, resulted from direct advantages from

forest resources, namely forest products. Their motivation in participation in forest fire

activities was due to the fact that they did not want the forests to be damaged. The
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respondents were found to have no motivation in growing vetiver grass to conserve

soil and water. Their important problem in worning was forest fires; limited areas were

obstacles to reforestation. The respondents wanted governmental agencies to support

forest fire prevention and control; they wanted the Royal Forest Department to

cooperate with villagers as well as to be responsible for forest maintenance.


