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The objectives oft this research were to an~'yze I) roles of mass media

(newspapers) concerning presentation of news and kno~fledge of suicide problems; and

2) su,cidal news presentati~n in terms of qu,antity, content, 41rd connotative meaning.

The data was col1ect~d from 460 pieces of news and ~~ lumns concerning suicide problems

from 1332 issues of 3 popular newspapers, namely Thai ~ ~th, Daily News and Khao Sod,

distributed be~een Februa'rY and July 1999 (6 months) b~ means of record -forms., -speciaUy

consttjucted according to fhe objectives of this research aj~~ tested for validity, and then

analyzed by distribution an4 grouping.

The findings were .s follows :

1 Roles of mass I media concerning presentati~ In of news and knowledge of

suicide problems : 9~.92% presented suicidal newM while only .71% presented

knowledge of suicide pro~lems.

2
~0.22% prcscnled s uicidal newsNews presentation in terms of quantity: t'

\th illustrations; 83.44% without
011 thF front page; 73.78t/o on other pagcs; 14.56%, ~I

illuslraliolls: 81.09%, unl)ll one cause of suicide: 13.28% lat least two causcs; and 5.63%.

1!01 at all. Ol!ly 3.92% ot suicides were presel!ted more Ithan once in dirtcrent issues of
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a newspaper; 96.08%, oply lonce; 10.87% in more than t* newspapers; 89.13%, in one

llewspaIPer; 53.70%, a very Iclear descriptioll-of suic~des; ad~~ 46.30%, unclear description.

31 Ne",s presentatior in terms of content: suicid~ ,I news presented with more

than tv{o causes, namely ~hysical illness, personality pr# plems, family problems, love

problelns, work, or econ+lic problems; news presente41 with very clear means of

committing suicide describe~ preparation on tools and meWIns of committing suicide like

gun, hanging, poisonous dr~ks, sharp tools, jumping off ~ f building, being run over by

a tTain, burning oneself, or Iwading down the sea.

4~ News presentatior in terms of connotative me41fling: 26.26% of pieces of

news implied that suicide~ were solutions to problems land the following words or

phrases were used: escape, rmd a way out, solve a probleMf, say good-bye, die and wipe

out trouble while 2.61% I gave connotative meaning o~ appreciation on those who

successfully committed sui~de and the following words ~ phrases were used: a friend

who can die with you, res~lute. prove one's true love, sac~~lfice of love, worship of love,

build a I new legend, and refkless sacrifice of one's life.
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