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ABSTRACT

Abstract of thesis submitted to the Graduate School of Maejo
University in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the

degree of Master of Science in Agricultural Extension

FARMER’S PARTICIPATION IN AGRICULTURAL EXTENSION ACTIVITIES
OF THE ROYAL PROJECT DEVELOPMENT CENTER IN KHUN-PAE MU 12,
TAMBON BAN PAE, AMPHUR CHOMTHONG,
CHANGWAT CHIANGMAI, THAILAND
By
SURIN CHAISWASED

NOVEMEER 1998

Chairman: Associate Professor Dr.Numchai Thanupon
Department/Faculty: Department of Agricultural Extension,

Faculty of Agricultural Business

The objectives of this research were to study 1)
personal, socio-economic and psychological characteristics of
the farmers who were members of the Royal Project Development
Center; 2) their level of participation in the center’s
agricultural activities; 3) factors relating to their
pairticipation; and 4) their problems and obstacles in
participation in the center’s activities. The data were
collected by means of interview schedules from all of the 103
farmers who were members c;f' the Royal Project Development Center

and analyzed by using the SPSS program.



The results revealed that the respondents were 38 years
old on average, had an average annual income of 17,086 baht
an average of 5 dependents in the family. They attended
training 'courses in agriculture at an average of two times in
1986 and' had an average of 2 times per year of contact with
extension agents. The respondents had a high level
expectation in life, a moderate level of trust in extension
agents, a low level of satisfaction with the benefits recived and
positive |perception of the objectives and implementation of

activitieb.

In terms of their level of participation in the
center’s Lagriculmral extension activities, the respondents were
found to participate frequently in the steps of identifying
problems and their causes as well as the agricultural extension
implementation; they seldom participated in the steps of activity

preparation and follow-up and evaluation of activities.

The correlation analysis revealed that the respondents’
participation in the center’s activities were correlated with
their expectation in life and their trust in agricultural
extension agents, but not with other factors i.e. age, income,
family size, training experience, contact with the Royal
Project’s agricultural extension agents, satisfaction with
benefits received and perception of the project’s objectives and
implementation. The two factors i.e. the respondents’

ition in life and their trust in agricultural extension
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agents were significant for the prediction of their participation
in the‘ center’s activites, the coefficient correlation (r) being
0.28 and predictability being 8 percent (R? = 0.08).

The problems and obstacles facing the respondents were
uncertain prices of products, natural disasters,
p;odujts, irresponsibility of the Royal Pro ject’s extension

workerss, insufficiency of water and high prices of production

factor'é: .



