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qf Agricultural Business

The ObjeC1iVeS of this research were (1) to specify the roler of Hangdong

Agricultural Cooperativ~. Ltd. in response to Its members' business n~eds for credit,

purchasing. sales. sav~ngs. training in occupation extension, etc.; (P) to study to

members' satisfaction tith the roles of Hangdong Agricultural Coop$rative, Ltd. in

response to their ne~ds;1 and (3) to study the factors associated with their ~atisfactjon.

The re~ult~ showed that most of the members were male.1 married, had

completed grade 4, ard had average age of 45 years and avera~e agricultural

11OUsehold labor of 3-4 persons. They owned average agricultural land lof 5 rai at thA

nlOSt, rented 5 rai a~ th+ most. and both owned and rented land of 6- ~ O rai. Most of

hem had average a~ricpltural income of 80,000 baht/year and non-agriqultural income

of 20.000 baht/year. They held an average of 80 shares and mostly obtai1ed information

about fert11izer apPli~ati~n. followed by information about agricultural ~embers. They

participated in all meetinps of the cooperative
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The r~su'ts of the study on the roles of the cooperative inl response to the

nlnmbers' needs 1ev~aled that most of the members obtained bothl short-term i3nd

medlum-term Cred~t a~ an average of 80.000 baht. for the purpose of jproduction, and

r;;9.0S percent of t1emt could repay at the time specified. Most of the ~embers bought

Jricultural materia's a~d equipment as well as consumer products fro~ the cooperative

to support the coC)pe1ative and to obtain dividends. Most of them ~d not sell their

produce to the coopeiative as the cooperative did not buy it. Some ~embers did not

deposit their money Wi~h the cooperative as they have had deposits with the bank an('j

they felt thai it is more Iconvenient to deposit and withdraw their monely. Most of them

received agricultural irformation from the cooperative; the manageme1t staff provided

information at)out fertili*er application and plant species.

In terms 9f satisfaction with the roles of the cooperative, th~ members were

found to be highly satIsfied with credit business. purchasing business~ sale business

saving business a~d raining in occupation extension. Among the t~n independent

'ariables, age, numlberlof family members and period of membership w~re found to be

gnificantly correlated I with their satisfaction but sex, educational att~inment, marital

status. land hOldin~. arricu,tural land, share value and income were ~ot significantly

correlated with their isat~faction.


