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ABSTRACT

Abstract of thesis sutfmitted to the Graduate Schodl of Maejo University in partial

|
fulfillment of the reqx.{irements for the degree of Me{ster of Science in Agricultural

Economics

ECONOMIC MOTIVATION OF COMMUNITY FORESTS : A CASE STUDY
OF CONSERVATION OF PLANT GENETIC R OURCES PROJECT
UPON THE INITITIVES OF THE ROYAL HIGHNESS PRINCESS
SIRINTHORN, LAMPHUN AGRICULTURAL AND
TECHNOLOGICAL COLLE

LAMPHUN PROVINCE

By
SRIRAT SUTTADUK
MARCH 2000

Chairman: 'Miss Siriporn  Kiratikarnkul
Department/Faculty: \Department of Agricultural E|n|:onomics and Cooperatives,

|Faculty of Agricultural BusinesH

The purpos}ss of this research were to Htudy social and econormic
conditions of the sarr}ples. type and value of bené:fits derived from 1community
forests or the ecdnomic motivation of comjnunity  forests,  investment
appropriateness or b¢nefit per cost ratio (B/C raticﬂ} analysis, attitudes towards
community forest conlservation, community forest [itilization, and relationship
between attitudes tow)prds the conservation of comumunity forests and economic
motivation. The data v{/as collected by means of intel:view schedules pretested for
relialibity and accur#cy from 180 samples derivi:ed by purposive sampling,
consisting of 63 Jamkh|eemot villagers in Muang distril:t, 103 Jamtahern villagers in

I
Mae Tha distirct and 14 people working in Lamphun 49ricultural and Technological
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College, Lamphun prO\hnce. The data was then anal[:fzed by using the SPSS/PC+

and the Microsoft ExceJ. The results were as follows :51

The averagg number of family members|was 4, 2 persons earning
incomes and one pe#son studying The respond{ents' main occupation was
agriculture and their s#pplementary jobs were geneHal employment and seeking
forest products. Most c*f them had-completed grade 4] of a primary school and had
an average family inco#ne of 35, 104 baht per year. The fuels mostly used were
charcoal and gas and ?7.22 percent of the responderHts utilized community forests
from which greatest b#neﬁts were mushrooms, barr“)oo shoots and vegetables,
equivalent to an averade of 2,971.78 baht per year pe# household.

Assessment |of benefits per cost from invéistment of the project at the
deduction rate of 5%, |in the period of 5, 10 and 15 years revealed that in the 5"
1e project is extended to the

10" and the 15" years,| the benefits will still cover th

year, the benefits will cover the cost of project. But, if
cost but the rate of benefits

per cost will graduallj decrease as the benefits cﬂarived from the forest will
increase at a lower date than the increase in tﬁe cost of project. Forest
rehabilitation needs se*leral factors, especially time de budgets as well as ideas
and cooperation of all 4oncemed parties.

The respondents’ attitudes towards forest Fonservation were at a very
high level while those ﬁowards forest utilization were H\Oderate. Attitudes towards
forest conservation wede not found to be correlated v“ith economic motivation. But
upon consideration of bconomic motivation in detail was found that mushroom
was directly proportion{al to attitudes. Thus, attitudes”towards forest conservation
will increase if the econpmic motivation for consumptidh increases.

To achieve the objectives of the plant gef etic resources project upon
the initiatives of Her Royal Highness Princess Sirinthon1, Lumphun Agricultural and
Technological College, [Lamphun province, it was recgmmended by the researcher
that local wisdom and strength of the conmunity be egsential in forest conservation

by using the economigd motivation from the communit)’ forests as the motivation of
such community.




