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PRACTICES OF FARMERS UNDER THE EXTENSION PROJECT OF
GROWING CHEMICAL RESIDUAL-FREE VEGETABLES OUTDOOR
IN AMPHUR MUANG, CHANGWAT PHRAE, THAILAND
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ABSTRACT

Abstract of thesis submitted to the Graduate School Project of Maejo University in partial

fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of Master of Science in Agricultural Extension

PRACTICES OF FARMERS UNDER THE EXTENSION PROJECT OF
GROWING CHEMICAL RESIDUAL-FREE VEGETABLES OUTDOOR
IN AMPHUR MUANG, CHANGWAT PHRAE, THAILAND
By
SITHIWAIKOON THIRAWONG

MAY 2001

Chariman: Dr. Weerasak Prokati

Department/Faculty: Department of Agricultural Extension, Faculty of Agricultural Business

This study was conducted to find out 1) personal and socio-economic status and
credibility in extension workers of farmers participating in the growing of chemical residual-free
vegetables outdoor extension project; 2) their vegetable growing practices as recommended by
the extension workers in the aspects of soil‘fertility improvement, soil pH improvement, seed
preparation, watering, fertilizing, pest control, weed control, cleaning, grading, packaging,
pricing, and distribution; and 3) correlation between personal and socio- economic status as well
as credibility in extension workers and vegetable growing practices. The data were collected
from 94 farmers under the extension project in Tambon Muang Mor and Tambon Maeyom,
Amphur Muang, Changwat Phrae and analyzed by the SPSS/PC+.

The findings revealed that most of the respondents were male with an average age
of 45 years and an average annual income of 26,037 baht. Most of them finished compulsdry
primary education, had experience in growing chemical residual-free vegetables for 9-12 years.
and had 4 household members, -2 of whom contributed to household labor. Some vegetable
growing land and planting materials and equipment were owned by the respondents and some

were rented. They used both their own capital and loans obtained form financial institutions in
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growing vegetables. In addition to the chemical residual-free vegetable groWing group, most of
them (65.94%) were members of other agricultural organizations, e.g. the client group of the
Bank for Agriculture and Agricultural Cooperatives and the farmers’ group. They participated
5 times in social activities and 3 times in project activities in the year 2000, received agricultural
information 5-6 times per month, and contacted extension workers more than 4 times per year.
They had a high level of credibility to the extension workers. The highest average score was for

qualifications of the extension workers and the lowest, friendliness.

The respondents’ vegetable growing practices as recommended by the extension
workers were found to be at a high level, especially the practices of grading, watering,

packaging, and weed control.

The results of the correlation test by the Chi-square revealed that the respondents’
participation in the project activities and contact with the extension workers affected the
practices of recommended procedures for growing chemical residual-free vegetables outdoor

while access to agricultural information had no effect on their practices.



