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This study was conducted  to ana lyze fac tors a ffec ting demand for
Tha iland 's longan export and to forecast  the ma in customer countries ' future longan
consumption demand . An econometric  model in a multip le reg ression form and the
ord ina ry least square method were used to estimate coeffic ients of independent
variab les influenc ing demand for Tha iland 's longan export.

The results of the export demand ana lysis ind ica ted that Hong Kong 's
demand for Tha iland 's fresh longan export was determined by g ross domestic  p roducts
and that of Singapore by average export p rices. The forecast results revea led that,
during the years 2000 � 2004, Hong Kong 's inc rease in fresh longan import would  be
2.72 % and should  be accelera ted due to compara tive advantage but tha t of Singapore
could  not be estimated .

It was found that the demands for Tha iland 's d ried longan export of China



(4)

and Hong Kong were determined by g ross domestic  p roducts.  The forecast results
during the years 2000 � 2004 suggested that  China 's inc rease in d ried longan import
would  be 5.05 % and should  be accelera ted due to compara tive advantage and tha t of
Hong Kong would  be 4.57 %.

The demands for Tha iland 's canned longan export of Ma laysia  and
Singapore were determined by their g ross domestic  p roducts and that of the United
Sta tes, by g ross domestic  p roducts and average export p rices.  The forecast results
during the years 2000 � 2004 suggested that inc reases in canned longan import of
Ma laysia , Singapore and the United Sta tes would  be 10.42 %, 3.81 %, and 11.30 %
respectively, and more export to Ma laysia  should  be encouraged due to compara tive
advantage and low transport costs.
 The demand for Tha iland 's frozen longan export of the United Sta tes was
determined by average export p rices and that of France by both average export p rices
and g ross domestic  p roducts. The forecast ind ica ted that France 's inc rease in frozen
longan import would  be 8.34 % during the years 2000 - 2004 but tha t of the United
Sta tes could  not be estimated and should  be accelera ted due to compara tive
advantage and the country being the la rgest market.

Longan has been considered Tha iland 's luxurious p roduct of qua lity and
good standard .  To inc rease longan quantities and export va lues, its good qua lity should
b e ma inta ined  and  p a c kag ing  should  b e well p rep a red .  G overmenta l a nd  p riva te
sectors should  coopera te in p lanning , develop ing and encourag ing activities rela ted to
exporting longan.  G roups of loca l longan p roducers should  be formed to accommodate
inc reased demands for longan export in the future, lead ing to tremendously inc reased
incomes.
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