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ABSTRACT
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This study is a research and

Participatory Action Research as the process of the
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The results of the study were 4

1.1t was found
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that the cave condition was democlished by the

destruction of stalagmite and stalactite, the subsidence of the cave’s floor, seraping

cave's wall by the tourists, f

uctuating number of tourists, and seasonally over

carrying capacity. In the aspact of people’'s participation in Ecotourism activities it
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was found that some of the tourists had inappropriate touring behaviors such as
coliecting marbles from the cave, scraping the caves wall and proceeding out of the
directed line. Some tour guides brought their own searchlights and canoos refusing
villager's lamp service. The| tourists aiso left some waste like remnants, plastic
pags, and scraps in the care and surrounding areas. [n the aspect of needs in
participating ecotourism management, the villagers nesded to take care of tourism
management by themselves. | Especially they needed income from the ecotourism
activities and needed to take care of the care preservation. Analyzing the condition
of problems and needs of the communily as 2 whole, it can be concluded that the
community members themselves had been discussing and had a common
agreement that the management of ecotounsm in Tham Lod area should be done by
their own community.

2. The effects |of people’'s participation development through
Participatory Action ResearcH method focusing on the improvement of 4 main
machinies in the community; strength of community’s organization for bargaining
power In self-management af ecotourism, ecotourism resources management,
potential in coping with fourist satisfaction, and potential for income distribution in
the community. The project evaluation reflected the higher strength and potential of
the community fo participatg the ecotourism management through their own
community’s organization.  Moaoreover, this development project effected the higher
potential for ecofourism resources management especially in ecotourism area
management and common regulation setting for the tour guides, the tourists, the
vendors, and the people in the community. It was also found that the community
had high potential in response (o ecotourist satisfaction especiailly in the touring
services and safety measures.| The tourists were satisfied with the service charge
rates. In the aspect of income generating and income distribution, it was found that
the community was able to set/a good system of ecotourism offering opportunities

for the community’'s members to participate in and generate income from the
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community-managed ecotolrism. The main income was from lamp rent, rafl rent,
baggage carrying service, accommodation, and socuvenir.

3. The result of the evaluation of people’s participation after the
development project that | there was higher participation in the ecotourism
management in the community, The community was able to manage ecotourism
consistent to and cover the principles of ecotourism management process, from
planning and system settihg to participating in setting ecotourisrn  activities,
exploring and preserving the ecotourism resources, and sharing the benefit from
ecotourism activity. It was also found that the people's participation was statistically
higher {t = 7.82; P < 0.05), It reflecis that the process of this research and
develepment project affects the higher participation among the people in Ban Tham

Lod in managing ecotourism for the community.

Recommendations

1. To develop people’s participation in ecotourism management, it is
necessary to give importance to people’s participation in the first hand. During the
process of aevelopment, opergting tactic needs to be adjusted aimost all the time to
fit with the economic, social| and cultural context of the community. Thus, the
project must be flexible congurring its sustainable effectiveness.  And a certain
study area should be firstiy selécted.

2. Developmeni of ecotourism management in the community is usually
involved with planning, ecotourism system setting, and benefil sharing under a
previous dominating benefit group. Thus, community appraisal in detail is needed
before the project operation. Stakeholders in the community have to be motivated
by some ways to participate in the project since the first stage. This is to resolve
community conflicts and lead the project o fulfill its objeclives.

3. Since people's participation is related to community’'s benefit, the
operating should be Dased on the lranspisrce concept.  Concerning a clear

administration and managament system.
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4. To develop community's strength for bargaining power in ecotourism
management is an important condition for people’s participation. Te strengthen the
community’s organization, it is necessary fo build both inter-group and intra-group
learning network. Networking development in ecotourism, learning process of the

network, and appropriate pattern of community ecolourism development are

suggested for the further study
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