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ENGLISH LANGUAGE NEEDS AND READING PROFICIENCY

OF FRESHMEN AT MAEJO UNIVERSITY

Abstract

The objective of this study was to examine the English language needs and

reading proficiency of the freshmen at Maejo University. The sample was 1,294

freshmen in 1996. The data was collected by using questionnaires in the first week of

the first semester and using reading proficiency tests in the second and third weeks.

The data collected was analyzed by the SPSSPC program to find percentages, means,
t-test and ANOVA.

The results were as follows:

1.

The students' reason for studying English was to finish the course. Listening
and speaking skills were the most important skills they needed to use. The
students felt that their ability to use a dictionary was at the “fair” level. In
addition, the activities of English leaming strongly needed  were:
“conversation for job finding and higher education”, and “reading aloud”.
In English teaching, many different activities in the classroom and for
translation purposes were needed. In terms of assessment, the classroom
tests, informed in advance, were preferred together with the midterm and
final exams.

The findings indicated that students’ English reading proficiency was at the
“fail" level (lower than 65%). Moreover, there were significant differences
(0.1) in the English reading proficiency between male and female students,
between the 2-year and the 4-year program students, and between the
students of Agricultural Production Faculty and students of other Faculties.
By contrast, there was no difference in English reading proficiency between
the students of the Agricultural Business Faculty, the Science Faculty, and

the Engineering and Agro-Industry Faculty.
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93-100 %
85-92% = A
75-84 % = 1wnana
65-74 % = 60U
<65 % = AN
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1N 299)
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PR 7 Aesnsianzvironuul s (ANOVA)  Uazying@auAIHUANFAISUa
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danauerlusziunweldls uazBneuas 42 Andreglussm MG A
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auynsudanne - danne vinAnendaulundetouar 49 Andimued i bireR

MIN 5 uameszAuAEanTn unaslEwauynen Sanoe - e veq
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J =, ai ar g = 9 2 1 d‘
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| | - - 4 A d o
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4 [mrls 395 1.09
5 |mraununited U uimisssdy 3.64 1.04
8 |maeufArdniilva 9 anmmundinia 3.93 1.54
7 |msenransmunsAnAn 3.92 0.96
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10 [madeuseauanaadaany ursrzdRidiuda 3.84 .12
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12 |dnsheilssnamuasanensaianisldda s 4 3.72 1.23
13 |[HeimutememsiwReainingwialnsfiad 3.72 1.20
14 [msFaufmnidriuazianaiarssadnd 369 1.93
15 [nsussdszlaantndanne 3.68 1.05
16 [nldnaugns A IS INREETAUNATUAZE 3.68 0.92
17 |nssnuwazdaulineuaaminugine 3.68 1,93
18 [Faufnimannnisianag 3.53 1.01
19 |[msasuasIsuldneusaninadoui 3.49 1.08
20 |mzumuiiielfluntrUszneuandnmaninnessuss 3.49 1.03
YRANUNIIH

21 |massatiudin 332 1.15
22 [nadesudusmony 3.22 1.10
23 |mndgudennu 3.14 1.11
24 m:‘dﬂut%ﬁﬁmmﬁﬂqm{qu 2.37 1.89
25 |mrgnufietnansdnalamenatasy 237 2.06
26 |nrenuiierianasdnlain 2.31 2.08
21 |mssaitainaanudnlsimans 2.26 .98
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2.1 szAuANAmITINIIE N EInGwsninAnsusidn snAnendeudis
Usdnun 2539 faviAzusuaisssangudssmnsndsuiuinnueiaua i sons

BNUNEINT et Frald

ooty > 92%

A = 85% - 92%

Uunam =75% - 84%

a8 =65% - 74%
| AN <65%

nagAnnLdn dnAnusnidynnguiiamansnannsg et lussiumn

(+65%) fadanglusnse 10-17

1319 10 HAAZIUUANNAEINITFUN s UM SN inAnswsnidi

L Inefe A
o ' ar = o
AMARINTTAATUMTBIUMBIDINGE|  ATLULLRAE JaEas
1. Au lessFuA LI 217 43
2. A lasediulssTaa 1.78 36
ey

3. antsidnlaszditiiaiEes 12.28 51
4, NASLANAINUNNIEATANT 2.46 41

793 18.69 a7

RMENIN gaa i iiudn dinAnsusniduenaredeud S mana sl

ALIURALANNANNIO TN IE U NITALIet lWsTALMN (<65%)
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ATIEBATNENUNIE N LHATIE NG

afendanae Ameau | Aswaaedn | Souas | awaw | mzwwwedn | Sewas

1, :mﬂmﬁﬂqszﬁuﬁmﬁmé‘ 570 2,01 40 524 2.35 47

2. [prandrlazzdulszlen 1.67 33 1.89 38

3, mmuﬁq‘lm:ﬁmﬁaém 11.28 47 13.36 56

4, [NSENAHNIN SR ANY 2.29 38 263 44
MU 17.25 43 20.23 51

FITN 11 HAAZLUUATNANHNSOAUNM IS M SNt e inAnsusndiumingnde

MBI udad e dnAnuenidumivensaudi§sauazudjadlaz i

wazANaIR N sanazauag lusyiunn (<65%)

M99 12 HAAZLUUATINATHN AN IS TN AINaEasTinAnswend

Tsazanie

ATNEINSOAUNNT ANLZ GEIARITNEHE AOUSLRANSSNNITNEAT AOLAVENATEAT ATURAINGTH 4

'a"lun']mﬁqnqﬁ (msannrdmeiay
| Azguy FLTILE dwey | pruuy Yooaz | W | mzwuu Youaz Ao AU Soumy

Wﬁ‘ﬂ iﬁ‘ﬁ;u Liﬁlu m?;u

1| pandinlaszsiudoumnd | 427 2.35 47 | 628 1.95 49 | 83 2.57 59 156 2.39 48
2, Aranlaszialssian 1.87 27 1.57 31 23 46 2.07 41
3| pdlarsauiiiacies 13.36 56 10.87 45 14.55 51 13.76 57
dpsemnnnasa s 2.89 48 2.02 34 2.89 48 2.82 47
Py 20.46 51 16.41 41 2231 56 21.06 53

o —a J
AN waee Wt dnAnwusndhaundnedeud R vnansiazuunie

APHANNTD UM sE YN IzAUag TusEAURN (<65%)
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FN39 13 wﬂﬂ:Lmum'mawmmé’mnﬂsﬁﬁmamﬁ’mqmmﬁnﬁnm:.wmé‘h

wangns 2 U usz 4 1 sinendeudld

ATINAINNTAATUNITENY wanges 2 1 uéngme 4 1
N Avun | Azuuw faunz S | Azuug foagx
lﬂéﬁ l'ﬂﬁ?ﬁ
- 1. amadnlarsfuAuaod 654 1.91 38 730 2.38 43
2. pudnlaszayilazlon 1.47 29 2.0 40
3. pmdnlarssudiedies 10.76 45 13.46 56
4. MSAAVUNLNLANE WS 205 34 277 48
M 16.18 40 20.63 52

AINeN3N. uan e dnAnsusndnndnendowsdidudngns 2 tuar 4 1

= A i s I o
AAZURRLANAINNIO TUNTSE WY NISALIaE Iz AURAN (<65%)

MANgI 14 wﬂm:uuummmmmé’mmiﬂ'mmmé’qnqwmﬂfnﬁnmmﬂL*?h

udngns 2 ¥ Tuusazanzim snivenfoudX

ATTHAMN TN S AMUCFIIANTFINLAT ATHRANTIN ATUZAAINT Y
ndannu NYEINE? (Tmamﬁ’m?q)
Swau | aziuu | ¥ooez | dwau| asiuu | fouss | Sqwau| mAouuu | Fades
leAt fy 1wt

1. At lRssAuAwezIR | 196 197 39 326 1.85 37 42 2.05 41
2. amudnlusiuds=len 1.52 30 1.40 28 1.76 35
3'. puilarsAuiiaides 11.88 50 9.97 42 11,57 48

’ 4. PREATIHUITEAD 2.37 40 1,82 30 233 39

At

dqa 17.74 44 15.06 38 17.71 44

NN wasTidiug dnAnmusndnsmninendaudldudngns 2 T vesnz
QINAMIANEAT  ARLNARNIINNANEAT Uz TANNIRAIALEIAINITHLATAGIUN TN

news Rarmgdiinunisanunazale ssdumn (<65%)
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RN 15 NAATUHUAINANITOA U N dann e sinAnsusnididngms 4 U

TuusiazAEdTN Huanenauusld

AOUCHSRANTINRMS AEUELERNSTH AU AR AOEAFINTTH 4

AMUABNTOE TN NAFINEHST (azamsdnda)
mdann dneu | oeouwu | Fewas | dwou | mmaww | Yesas | duou | azsuw | bemar | dwems | mouwn | Fowss

ity L] fie (L5H]

1. rrundlassiuiuama 231 2867 53 | 302 2.06 4 B3 | 257 51| 114 252 50
4. anudinlarzdianlssien 2.18 44 1.74 35 2.3 45 2.18 44
3. prndinlaszuiieias 14,81 61 11.85 49 14.55 61 14.59 81
4. MIEPIIHMINLA A 331 55 2.25 38 2.8¢ 48 3.0 50
9 22,77 57 17.89 45 23 56 22.30 56

1nAn919  wanslfitiudn dnAnsusniduudvenduudidudngss 4 U wnaned

o ' o Y a
ALIUUIRARLAIINANNIN N FE LN sdiuet] IuTsALRN (<65%)

| 22 wansufiufinuanuaiunsndumsgiunisdinge nneFine
- y . o o A a o dy g
WitufBLANATRITA LN TE N TN INgE - Adunstasiazwaded dainnts
NUULYARBLAISINGNAIEN NWNISIREALAY  (ttest)  uAzAIATIZYAIILLIT 990
(ANOVA) tanisnassignunnnaaaitiviedes ldae
2.2.1 WANITLTHUIREUAHANNISIAINNSD NS N0
vnenewsndh e wasudi
nsAnEILFeUHIuATIEwLAY  ANANNNTRANLNIE U0

dnAns sz ivedaudls Tnaedinm 2530 ynszdiuanudnlauas

'
< s od

aquvmi::fﬁ’uumn&hqﬁuaﬂwﬁﬂ’ﬂﬁﬂﬁtgm\mnmm:ﬁu 0.01 (p<.01) TeeninAnuudel
qi ] 1 d‘ 1 ar
AruLLaATNTaT LA sTRaULATAZILLLIRAR TN T WINANITNY (FN974 16)

{ o

Savimauenngudesithy nqunangss 2 T ngumdngms 4 1
RANAMZATN  msFnEmLdn  AdHarsnsnunsaulaesnsesinAnuenid e
LL%:wtﬁq Tunguudngms 2 1 umnsinafusdnelidAteadififiszdiu 0.01 (p<.01) 1le
L‘LﬁﬂmﬁﬁuLu:fiam:ﬁmmmﬁﬂqwudﬂﬁ’qﬁﬂqnfﬁuﬁmmmmmumnsmﬁ’u"l,umwm%’ﬁ'l@
‘a‘:f;f‘l_lLﬂﬂG}‘ﬂﬂ@ﬂﬂﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁfgjﬂwﬁaaﬁizﬁu 0.01 (p<.01) dusnuanadinlaseiufn of

sritezTam uasnNRAIAHUNAEAAWY IduAnARaTL (19 17)
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ﬂ‘l']ﬁiﬂ']l]']Tﬂﬁ’]unq?EiWUImEI?QﬁJ"Uﬂ\"IﬁﬂﬁﬂH'ILL'i'ﬂL‘ﬁ’]‘ﬂqﬂuﬂz
[ - [ o <l ' e 1 wl qr O as Aﬂﬂi{ S o o
vl lungumdnges 4 U usnsinariueeaiiipdrAtyneatAinsziindd 0.01 (p<.01) 1l

L‘l‘_ﬁ‘ﬂmﬁﬂmwiﬁ:?:ﬁvﬂ%uLﬂgf’}'l@ wudn luynssdutinAnsonsussuiaiA eI

A1

ar ar

fuatinaidudAum1aadanIzdu 0.01 (p<.01) (A2 18)

Lo

ANNATINNINAUNN T8I AL BTNANE LI T
it = 1 ar t ar o o Aqﬂj os dj
UAZUE ALZEIAANITINEAT wAnNAuet A AU aianziu 0.01 (p<.01) 1ile
e ] ar b7 1 et ] s i 2
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Part 1 Word and Phrase Comprehension
Directions: Choose the best answer for each question. Then mark X under the
letter a, b, ¢, or d on the answer sheet given.

1. Which 1s not the fruit? 4. What is the opposite of to seek ?
a. Anapple b, Alemon a. To hide b. To hire
c. A peanut d. A pear c. To steal d. To take
2. What is the opposite of light? 5. Which phrase is different from the
a. Glad b. Heavy others in the group?
ciFar d. Hard a. A flower shop
b. A new bookcase
3. What is the opposite of to reveal? c. A beautiful place
a. To see b. To cover d. A high building

c. To excite  d. To show

Part 2 Sentence Comprehension
Direction: Read the given sentence in each item carefully, then choose the sentence
with the same meaning.

6. Gorillas are the largest of the apes? 9. The dipper 1s a strange bird.
a. The largest of gorilla are the apes. a. All strange bird are dippers.
b. Apes are the largest of the great b. The dipper is only the strange bird.
gorillas. c. The dipper is a bird that is strange.
c. Gorillas are one of the great apes. d. A strange bird is called the dipper.
d. The largest of the great apes are
gorillas. 10. I really love That curry.

a. Thai curry is my love.

7. Sending letters takes a lot of time. b. Thai curry is my favorite food.
a. Ittakes a lot of time to send letters. c. Ieat Thai curry every day.
b. A lot of letters take time to send. d. Ilike to eat Thai curry very
c. There are a lot of time to send much.
letters.
d. There are a lot of letters to send this
time.

8. Shetland ponies are little horses.

a. Shetland ponies are horses that are
small.

b. Little horses are Shetland ponies.

¢. Small horses are called Shetland
ponies.

d. Only Shetland ponies are small
horses.
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Part 3 Passage Comprehension
Direction: Read the following passages carefully, then choose the best answer for
each question.

Passage 1

Gold is beautiful yellow metal. It is one of the most valuable metals in
the world. People have been digging it out of the ground for centuries. In the
beginning, people prized it because it was the same color as the sun. They
believed that the sun was the giver of life and light . Since gold was the same

5  color as the sun, they valued it highly. As time passed, gold became valuable
because people enjoyed shaping things from it. Gold art pieces and jewelry were
real favorités. Today countries from all over the world use gold to back up their
national paper money, so in a sense, money is a kind of paper gold.

11. Gold is . 14. Which sentence 1s true ?
a. the most valuable metal a. Gold was valued like the sun because
b. on the ground of its color.
c. the same as the sun b. People valued the sun because it is
d. valued by people the same color as gold.
c. The value of gold was the same as the
12. they (line 5) refers to . sun because of their colors.
a. the things b. gold d. Because gold was the same color as
¢. people d. centuries the sun, people valued it.
13. Which sentence is true? 15, The best title of this passage 1s
a. Most gold in the world is valuable
metal. a. The Color of Gold
b. Gold is one of the most valuable b. The Value of Gold
metals in the world. ¢. Gold and the Sun
c. The most valuable metals in the d. The Paper Gold

world is gold.
d.. In the world, most metals are the
same valuable as gold.
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Passage 2

Have you ever gone fishing with grass? Maybe you don’t know it. Have
you ever used a bamboo fishing pole? The bamboo tree is a member of the grass
family. Unlike most other grasses, bamboo grows very tall. It may grow to be
one hundred feet tall. The young bamboo shoots can be used as food. When the

5 trunks are large, they can be used for fishing poles. Some are even used as water
pipes. The leaves of bamboo make good food for cattle. The leaves can also be
used in making paper.

16. The bamboo is . 18. Bamboo trees have
a. the flower plant a. one use only
b. a fishing pole b. many uses
c. akind of grass ' ¢. paper leaves
d. the fruit plant d. wvery tall shoots
17. What can the leaves of bamboo be 19. What is the best title of this
used for ? passage?
a. A fishing pole a. The Giant Grass
b. Water pipes b. Good Food for Cattle
¢. Food for people c. Grass
d. Making paper d. Fishing Poles
Passage 3

Did you know that the dog was probably the first wild animal to be tamed by
man? Bones of dogs have been found with those of cave men. No one knows
how or why cave men began to keep dogs. Perhaps a cave man brought home a
little wolf cub. As the cub grew up with people, it was friendly. Maybe pet
5 wolves helped cave men by chasing wild animals away from the cave homes.
(Wolves and dogs are part of the same animal family.) Today dogs are still kept
as pets and people love them. But they also work for man. Dogs are trained to
help people in many ways. They herd sheep and cattle. They hunt. They guard
- people, homes and business. They act as seeing eye dogs. They’ve come a long
10 way from the cave man’s wolf pet.

20. Dogs herd | : 22. They (line 10) refers to
a. other dogs  b. cave men a. dogs b. homes
c. people d. sheep and cattle ¢. wild animals d. wolves
21. it (line 4) refers to . 23. What is the best title of this
a. acave man passage?
b. home a. The Animal Kingdom
c. thecub b. Wolves
d. pet ¢. Man’s Oldest Friend

d. Seeing Eye Dogs
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Passage 4

Three types of individuals are always found in the ant community; the
males, the females, and the workers. The workers are wingless, but the males
and females both have wings. When swarms of winged ants are seen, it is the
mating flight of the males and females. After the flight, they land on the ground

5 and the males die soon after . The females tear off their own wings and lay eggs.
Workers come to them and take them as their queen. The queen doesn’t rule the
ant colony in any way, but lays eggs to maintain the population of the colony.

24. The queen . 26. they (line 5 ) refers to

a. rules the ant colony a. swarms b. wings
b. lays eggs c. the workers d. males and females
c. rules the colony and lays eggs
d. dies after mating 25. them (line 6) refers to
a. males b. females
25. “When swarms of winged ants ¢. workers d. eggs
are seen’ means that it is
a. time to lay eggs 26. After the mating flight, the males
b. time for the mating flight .
c. time to work a. tear off their wings
d. time to tear off the wings b. rule the ant colony
c. die soon after
d. lay eggs
Passage S
Elephants love water. The daily seems to be a joy for them. Toward the
end of every day, the herd lines up and follows the leader to the closest watering
place. As soon as their mammoth-size thirst has been satisfied, they start to give
themselves a bath with their long trunks. They spend hours blowing water on
their thick hides. Sometimes they will just roll around and enjoy the feeling of

5  the cool water. This is not a good time to disturb an elephant. They have been
known to fill their trunks and squirt anyone who does disturb their watering
time. They love this time of day the best, and they want to be free to enjoy it.

29. What do elephants enjoy? 32. What might elephants do if you

a. Peanuts b, Swimming in the mud disturb their bath?
c. Taking a bath d. Taking a walk a. Step on you with their big feet
b. Make a strange noise

30. What do elephants use to take a c. Squirt you with their trunks

bath? d. Hit you with their trunks
a. Their hands b, Their big feet
¢. Their bigI tails d. Their trunks 33. they (line ) refers to

a. trunks b. elephants
c. people d. the leader



31. Which sentence is true?

a.

b.

Elephants don’t like to take a
bath.

Elephants like to take a bath with
men.

Elephants love to take a bath
freely.

Elephants like men to help them
to take a bath.
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Part 4 Guessing Meaning from Context
Directions : Read the given sentences. Then choose the item whose meaning is
the same as that of the underlined word.

35. That elephant squirted John because
he disturbed its watering time.

disturbed means
a. broke
¢. had

b. enjoyed |
d. took

36. Bacteria and viruses are two kinds

of germs that can make us sick.
bacteria is

a. viruses
¢. a doctor

b. a germ
d. a disease

37. the Hopi Indians have special dolls.
They are called kachinas.
kachinas is

a. an Indian| b. a Hopi Indian

c. adoll

d. a special Indian

34. According to the passage, when do

elephants take a bath?
a. Early moming

b. Hot afternoon

c. In the evening

d. After their meal

38. Our dog, Mick, loves to chase

anything that moves. He likes to
pursue cats, rabbits, cars, and
other dogs.

pursue means
a. run after b. eat
c. kill d. play

39. Porcelain is one of three kinds of

pottery. It is usually coated with
a hard, shiny material called

glaze.

Coated means

a. covered b. typed
c. printed d. trew

40. Inside his apartment, there is a

little cosy room where we can
relax ourselves.

COSy_means ‘
a. dirty b. comfortable
¢. charming d. luxurious

END OF THE TEST
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