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ABSTRACT

Title: People Participation in Communiby Forest Conservation @ A

Case Study of Banvhae Village Sarkamphang District, Chiangmai

Province.
By: Dr. Wittaya Damrongkiattisak
Nakarel Rangkawat,

The objectives of this research wore o study (1) personal
and socio-economic characteristics of Banphae villagers; (2)  their
participation in community forest conservabions (27 causes and forms
of their participations and (4 problems and ohslacles in conservation
activities. The respondents were 87 familly leaders in Banphae Village
M 10, Ontal Sub-district, Sankamphang District, Chiangmai. The data
were collected by means of structured interview and analyzed by using
a microcomputer, the shatistical Package for the Social CSciences
progranm.

The results of the research revealed that Banphae villagers
had an average age of 47 years. Most of Lhem had completed primary
educabion. The average mmber of family members was 4. Most of  the

rospondents were engaged in farming and had an average land crea of



4.45 ral. Their average annual income was 24,131 baht. They obtained
information about community forest conservation wostly throush +the
public address  system and from Barphae villasers who has previous
training in communibty forest conservation forest fire preventios, and
afforestation. The community forest was ubllized for wood and forest
products, recreation areas, and sources of waber supply.

For the participation level in  communiby forest
conservat.ion, it was found thabt Banphae villagers had a high level of
participation 1o the zclbivities of the problem indentificatisn and
implementation stages their participation was at a low level in the
activities of the stages of planning, follow-up and evaluation.

The +three most important reasons {or Banphae villager’s
participation in conservation were: (1) their interest and realization
of the importance of forest resource and their desire to keep 15 as a
source of wabter supply: (2) their hope for benefits from Lhe community
forest.: and (3) their hope %o get rid of consequences of forest
vroblens. Their parbicipation in community forest conservation
activities was wostly through group discussions, followed by group
representatives and direct participation.

Frequent.  problems and obstacles in  community  forest
conservation were @ the limited finace of the village: lack of

fianacial support from govermmental and rrivate agencies:forest fires
during the dry seasson; and shortages of facilities in the arsas of

community forest.
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