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IMPACT OF ECOTOURISM ON RURAL COMMUNITIES AND
HOUSEHOLD IN NORTHERN THAILAND
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ABSTRACT

Objectives of this study were to investigate a tendency of expansion,

present situation, patterns and activities of, communities’ strength in participating,

impact of, and suitable management of ecotourjsm in rural northern Thai communities



and households. The study was conducted in 11 rural communities of 3 provinces;
Chiangmai, MaeHongSon, and Nan. Names of the communities are MaeKumpong,
MaeSae, MaeThaman, and HuayHoi (in Chiangmai), PhaBong, TumLod, MaungPam,
and HuayHee (in MaeHongSon), and SunCharoen, HuayYuak, and SongKwae (in Nan).
Data was collected through structured interview together with in - depth interview.
Respondents were 92 stakeholders in ecotourism, and 198 residents who were not
invoived in ecotourism. The data was analyzed by descriptive statistics and content
analysis.

Results of the study were as followed;

There was a strong tendency of ecotourism's expansion in the rural northern Thai
communities studied. Some of the communities had systematic patterns and activities of
ecotourism, fixed travel route, and efficient gcotourism’s management. Patterns of
ecotourism in the communities can be divided irto natural tourism, cultural tourism, and
agro - tourism. The communities credicted that number of tourists would increase, as
well as their expenses. Nevertheless, the communities needed physical development at
the tourism’s area, knowledge of tourism management, and natural rescurces
preservation.

Ecotourism empowered the communities’ sysiem of thinking and recalled their
local wisdom, which they could take these as tourism's resources. In addition, this
preserved local wisdom would be abie to pass to their next generation. However, the
cemmunities had limited fevel of grouping their local people to manage ecotourism, as
well as lacking cf learming process and learning network.

Ecotourism had less impact on both of the communities' thoughtfulness and
dependency to ofhers, and communities’ immigration and migration of communities’
residents. Also it had no impact on their living culture (e.g., way of living, traditionai
plays, division of labors between gender, consumption of local meal and traditional way
of dressing). Even so, ecotourism held some effects to the communities concerning

foreign language usage and childcare especiaily during a high tourist season.



Ecotourism certainly had economical impact on the cOmm,unities (i.e.,
occupation opportunities and income). Likely, there was more impact on local
entrepreneurs than residents. However, there was no impact of ecotourism on their living
expenses. There was no impact of ecotourism on natural resources' preservation,
except for a few communities that had well - organized groups in tourism management.

Approaches for ecotourism management in northern Thailand should focus on a
strengthening of community participation, a strong link between government sectors,
private sectors and local people, an enhancement of a community business, and an
effective public relation for ecotourism.

The study provided some suggestion for ecotourism development in the northern
region, such as a skill development of foreign languages (English emphasis) for local
people, enhancing a good tourist service in a community, promoting public relation
about ecotourism, and an encouragement for community participation. It also
suggested a longitudinal research and expanding a research area to coverage the

whole country.





