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Abstract

At present, water fee has been collected in vanous types of irfigation scheme by
different means. People irmigation scheme is constructed by a group of farmers, under
the condition that the benefitted farmers will manage the project. The waler user group
must be initiated for tak‘ing care of the project. The water user group’s committes will
collect water fee from lhé benefitted farmers. In small scale irmigation scheme, it is more
or less the same, since the initialion of waler user group and water fee coliection for
mainlenance the distribution system is pre-condition for starting the project proposed by
the group of farmers. The collected water fee in both irigation schemes are used mainly
for rapair and maintenance the distribution system. The farmers in imigation pumping

scheme have to partly pay for electrical energy consumption, is also a pre-condition for




commencing the proposed project. The water user group must be started in imigation
pumping scheme, and money must be collected from benefitted farmers. This collected
money is divided into two parts, one is paid for electrical energy consumption
responsible by the farmers, lhe other one is used for repair and maintenance the

distribution system.

Large and medium scale irmigation scheme is conducted and managed by the
government agency for supplying irmigation water in agricultural practices. However, the
State Irrigation Act staled Lhat the govermment can collect imigalion fee from the
benefitted farmers in these projects. The collecled money is used to sel up a revolving
fund for immigation in the Royal Imigation Departmenl. According to the State irmigation
Act B.E 2485 (4 th issued) B.E 2518, water fee colleclion and setling up revolving fund
can be done only by issueing the Ministerial Regulation. At present, the Ministenal
Regulation conceming this matler has not been issued. However, lhere are water user
groups initiated by benefitted farmers in difference imgated areas in large and medium
imgation schemes. The water user group’s commitliee will work closely with the project’s
officer in cultivation planning, water allocalion and distnbution syslem maintenance.
Water fee are collected and spent by the commilte according lo the water user group's
law and regulation. It is not done according 1o the mentioned Stale Imgation Act. [t is
clearly that, in large and medium scale imigation scheme, water fee is not collected from

all benefitted farmers in every project.

Not only the project's officers, but also water user group’s committee and
farmers have agreed upon that waler fee collection from benefilled farmers in large and
medium scale irmigation scheme is necessary. The water fee collection nol only justify to
all farmers wether live inside or outside lhe irmigation project, bul also make lhe farmers
realize about the self-belonging and participatory in the imgation project. The realization
of farmers in self-belonging and participatory will definitely improving the project

irmgalion efficiency. ILis necessary that the governmenl agencies, especially the Royal




Irrigalion Department and the Ministry of Agriculture and Cooperative should create

means lo enforce the State Irn‘gatidn Act effectively in the near future.
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