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CHROMOSOMAL STUDIES OF NORTHERN BANANA
(Musa spp.) CULTIVARS
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ABSTRACT

Chromosome numbers from growing root tips of Musa spp. found in Northern
Thailand were suitably shown by protoplast isolation technique and staining in Giemsa
and fluorochrome, DAPI. Four cultivars, namely ‘Kluai Daeng’, ‘Kluai Tani’,’ Kluai Wag’, and
‘Kluai Khai' had 22 chromosomes while eight local varieties, ‘Kluai Mon',’ Kluai Pam’, ‘Kluai
Som’, ‘Kluai Hukmuk Khieu', Kluai Namwa',’ Kluai Tiparot' and ‘Kluai Teparod’ had 33
chromosomal complement. The Feulgen staining method followed by tissue squashing

showed 22 chromosomes from two cultivars, ‘Kluai Sa' and ' Kluai Chiang Rai', and 33

chromosomes from ‘Kluai Hom Thong', ‘Kluai Nak’, Kiuai Nga Moo', and ‘Kiuai Teparod'.




