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Community’s role and authority in local resources management:
Case study of Phothong Jareoan community, Cheang Doi Sub-

District, Doisaket District, Province of Chiangmai.
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ABSTRACT

This research objectives are 1) to study social dimension of communities and local
natural resources management and, 2) to study community’s role and authority in local natural
resources management; case study of Phothong Jarean community, Cheangdoi Sub-District, Doi
Saket District in Chiangmai, Thailand.

As Researchers, we were processing this study by interviewed the main interviewees
that include group conversation, participatory and non - participatory data collection, also study
data base which had collected from documents, journals and research reports related to this
project, by analyzed contents and tried to find the connection of data and information to descript
the rational facts. To find similarities of approached, theories and objectives of this research we
founded that;

1. Social dimension of community’s local natural resources managements are
the managerial approaches of villagers whose way of life contacted to natural resources. Their
social dimension has a form of social relation so called “Dependence Model” which defined local
natural resources as public natural resources and eligible for public usage under circumstance of
traditional rules, customs and beliefs. The villagers of Phothong Jarean community have their
religion background in term of supernatural and spiritual thought, taken after their ancestors for
ages. As well as the strengthness of their social relation system which makes those beliefs
revealed from generation to generation. The belief of holy spirits and Supemamrai creators are in
every part of community and its social structure. This makes community carry on its tradition thru
its culture, especially in the aspects of supernatural and spiritual thought (i.e., angel and ghost) as

well as Buddhism which related to people’s way of living and their social interaction, related to



natural resources maintenances and usages to keep them plentiful for community and its
members. This seems to be a good balance between community and natural resources, also
integrates community’s social dimensions in term of keeping their activities. Also their social
dimension is a great strategy for members’ adjustment and may be a great idea of assistance to
maintain natural resources based on belief. Although, this system of belief may not be a reflection
to the direct answer as pure science does‘, but in these beliefs sounded reasonable to local
wisdoms which appeared as the roles and authorities of community’s resources preservation
which traditionally concealed on their background. These concealed dynamism and complexity of
power in multi - levels of social dimension became system of thinking in community which
reflected each individual’s interaction. This also their concerning of his/her ideology and
authority, turning to value system which acceptable for members of community and bring forth to
group integration for a meaningful management in local natural resources.

2. Community’s roles and authorities in local natural resources management
define their processes thru people’s participatory role to preserve and restore them in difference
forms which would rely on the local benefits. That would included benefit of land using,
reservoir, herbal‘, nutriment and recreational sources which based on community rights by
applying the related social dimensional system to protect, prevent and restore local natural
resources, as well as in traditional social dimension concerning. Traditional social dimension
included ritual and social beliefs were well adjusted to the community in order to apply a suitable
local natural resource management. This also bring forth to settle general rules and conditions of
community as a practical conservatory process thru culture itself. In facts, these managerial skills
are focusing on community’s prestige to self reliability of strenuous leadership in any individual
and community’s members to participate in all levels of management. This would cause the
community’s strength and also help to build community’s self dynamism of roles and authoritics
as to adjust and develop its social relation system of the community for problem resolution which
compatible to the incursion of environmental changes to the community.

This adjustments are the mechanical system in order to build roles and authorities
for community in local natural resources and, to stipulate with government officials and/or other

communitics for self — protection from outsider’s threat as a matter facts, this ts how the



community could raised its strength along with local natural resources preservation as a theorcin

of sustainable way of living.
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