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Abstract

The research aims at identifying neighbourhood and districts of Chiang Mai City through various factors.

Considering that ‘place characteristic’ has not been a major aspect for planners and architects in planning and
design the city, As a result, many plans pay no respects to valuable assets of places, for example: suggest road
widening or allow high rises in historic areas,

It studies the conceptions and meanings of ‘space’, ‘place’, ‘identity’ and ‘community’ for conducting the
research framework. The three criteria for neighbourhood and districts designation for this research include
physical characters, activities & functions, as well as symbols & meanings ol the places for the people. The criteria
incorporates physical, economic and socio-cnltural considerations.  Ft can be summarised that spatial and social
networks are both imponant.

The research found out that Chiang Mai grows from a historic city of over 700 vears and there are many layers
of physical characters, activities & functions, as well as symbols & meanings, some of which pass on unti] these days.
One of the significant physical characieristics of an old town passing on today is small and winding alleys
throughout the city. Many of the neighbourhood are still in this shape; within the old city walls, to the north and
the easl of the old town, along the river and the communities further afield.

There are 14 districts in Chiang Mai, with many relatively small neighbourhood. Most of the distriets, 11 out
of 14, are on the west side of the Ping River, while only 3 districts are on the east side. Almost all of the westside
districts are connected o the history of Chiang Mai in some ways. The Super Highway Road is the most iegible
edge, it can also be used to identify the boundary of the old area of the city. The area outside the Super Highway
Road can be developed as the ‘new centre’ for Chiang Mai, while the area to the west should be designated as
‘conserved area’ with medium o low rise development, especially the area within the old city walls.

Each district charaeters should be assimilated in the planning and design of the city for a more sustainable
future.
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