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ABSTRACT

This study aimed to answer two questions: how many high school students in the
Chiang Mai Municipality are internet addicts and what are the factors that influence the
students’ internet addiction.

A survey of 386 students was used to coliect the data to answer the first research
question. An in-depth interview of 22 respondents was used to identify factors that influence
the students’ internet addiction. Descriptive statisticsz t-test, chi-square and pattern
matching were used to analyze the data.

Results of the survey showed that 77 % of the respondents did not addict to the ¢
internet, 22 % were at risk of internet addiction, and 1% addicted to the internet.

Result of the in-depth interview indicated 3 factors that influence the students’
internet addiction. The first factor was social relationship problems especially relationship
with friends at school. Second was excessive dependency on the internet for fulfilling social
and psychological needs such as for finding new friends, for avoiding loneliness, for
entertainment, and for keeping in touch with friends. Third was the anonymity that the
internet provided. It allowed the addicts to say what they might not say if they were really
speaking to someone. Consequently, the addicts continue to use the internet to satisfy their

needs for social relationship or their belonging needs.
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(Overview)
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uN 3
FEA I unisIan
(RESEARCH METHODOLOGY)
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(Sampling Procedures)
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(The Research Instrument)
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(Data Analysis)
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(RESEARCH RESULTS)
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