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Abstract

The purposes of this research are 1) to study the performance efficiency of saving groups
located in agricultural communities and 2) to study the guidelines for improving low efficient
saving groups to be strengthened by using the philosophy of sufficiency economy. The samples in
this study are 336 groups of various types of saving groups, such as saving groups for producing,
credit unions, and village banks, in 8 provinces in the upper northern region.

The results of efficiency analysis show that under the condition of constant return to
scale (CRS), the most of saving groups in the upper northern areas are efficient in the low level.
Nevertheless, the saving group efficiency is in medium level under variable return to scale (VRS)
condition.

In terms of factors affecting the guidelines for improving low efficient saving groups to
be strengthened by using the philosophy of sufficiency economy, the findings reveal that 1) the
saving groups are the mainstay in driving economic sufficiency, 2) the operations of saving
groups are based on economic sufficiency, 3) the saving groups support the members to make a
note of household account, and 4) there are added occupational promoting and new occupational
skills training to members for increasing their income and enhancing efficiency development of

Saving groups.

Key words: Efficiency, Saving groups, Faclors allecting the strength
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