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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this survey study were to investigate: 1) attitude of communities around Maejo.
University toward Maejo University; 2) impacts arise with the communities around Maejo University; and 3) a
guideline for Maejo University development. This study was based on the following five aspects: image, social
impacts, economic impacts, arts and cultural impacts, and environmental impacts. A set of close and open
ended questionnaires was used for data collection administcred with people in five communities: Jedee
Maekhrua municipality, Maung Macjo municipality, Paphai municipality, Nongjom municipality, and
Nongham administrative organization. The sample group in this study consisted of 400 people obtained by
proportion to size mcthod. Results of the study revealed the following:

1) The respondents had a high level of attitude and impacts ariscd with the surrounding communitics
around Maejo University (;= 3.88). This was based on the university image, social impacts, environmental
impacts, economic impacts, and aris and cultural impacts, respcctively.

2) The respondents had a high Icvel of their opinions on the image of Maejo University (x=4.13).
The prominent aspects of Macjo University were its reputation in agriculture and teaching staff having the
capability on research and instruction. The following were found at a high level: 1) research results could be
applied for social problem solving; 2) quality of Maejo University graduates; 3) the university took part in
promoting the communities to recognizc the university; and 4) teaching staff played roles in the community
problem solving, respectively.

3) The differcnce in sex, age, and educational attainment had no difference on an effect of an average
mean score of attitude and impacts on image, economic, social, arts and cultural, and environmental aspccts.

4) The difference of occupation, income, service contact, and community of the respondents had an
effect on an average mean seore of the attitude and impacts on the difference of image of the university, socio-
economic impacts, arts and cultural impacts, and environmental impacts.

5) All of the respondents (100 pcrcent) agrecd to support their children to pursue study at Maejo
University.

6) The respondents perccived information about Maejo University through FM 95.5 radio broadcast
station (78.25 percent). This was followed by leaflet, bill board, telcvision, website, and others (Maejo

University staff and students words of mouth, municipality, broadeast tower, and ncwspaper).



The following were suggested by the respondents: 1) The university should control entertainment
places around eh university; 2) traffic practice should be improved; 3) Maejo University students should be
encouraged to participate in community and social development; 4) the university should provide the guidance
on occupation for people around the university; and 5) the university should continually transfer new

technology to the communities.
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