= = =4 o
ﬂﬁﬁﬂ‘HTJﬂE]Fl!I5&011&ﬂ1ﬂﬂ1'§!ﬂ‘ﬂﬂ‘i: ﬂ‘iﬂq.!ﬂﬂ}ﬂilﬂﬂ

Study on Agricultural Labor Foree Crises: The Case of Longan
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Abstract

The rescarch, “Study on Agricultural Labor Crises: The Case of Longan,” has three
objectives: 1) to study the agricultural labor conditions of farmers in longan plantations, 2) to
study how the longan farmers adjust to the longan farm labor crises, and 3) to scek the dircction
and standards in solving the problems of the shortage of laborers in longan farms. Compiling
statistical data of longan farmers, collecting data using questionnaire, conducting in-depth
interview and recording observations of joint activities are the research methods. Data analyses
are done by SPSS/PC program, descriptive statistics, comparing percentages, qualitative analyses
of each topic involved.

Results of the study show that the number and proportion of the agricultural labor in
Chomthong district, Chiang Mai province; Ban Hong district, and Muang district, Lamphun
province are decreasing at present especially agricultural laborers in longan farms since it is found
that majonity of the agricultural labor are scnior citizens. And also there is increasing migration of
young labors to other areas for continuing their education, working in factories and practicing
other jobs. These result to shortage of labors in the agricultural sector and increasing labor force
crises. By studying the data on adjustments of longan farmers or labors under the labor crises

conditions, it shows that majority of the longan farmers labors in the localities and nearby areas is



hired during the planting and harvesting seasons. Majority of these labors is household members.
relatives, or hired laborers in the communities that are skillful in cultivation and harvesting
longan. On the other hand, another part of the labors is contract labors through job placement unit
or section of the community who came from the highlands such as Paka-kcuayo (Karen), Lahu,
(Moser), or labors from Myanmar as substitute labor. These unskilled labors or labor without 1D
card or work permit bring about damages or losses in the longan produce and social problems.
Therefore, the direction and standard in solving problems in labor shortage in longan farms is
through the role participation of the government sector or extension workers who should develop
the skills of the laborers in agriculture or develop a tool or new culture that can be applied in the
community. In addition they should also create a systematic labor organization, and dcvelop the
potcntial of the labors in preparing and adjusting them to changes in the present conditions.
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