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Abstract

This research is about sustainable tourism resources management by using green map as a
tool for development. The purpose is: 1} to collect data of community resources 2) to seek
participation of the community in the planning of land use appropriately, and 3) to publish a green
map through online media. This study used participatory action research technique by using non-
probability sampling method (Purposive Sampling). Participants were representatives of the
villages who were involved in tourism including youth who are interested in participating
voluntarily and government officer with a total of 45 participants.

Over half of the participants were female at age range of 9-64 years, mean 30.22 and
standard deviation equal to 17.44. They wcre graduated in clementary school and some of them
from Baan Thoong-la-korn graduated in Bachelor degree. Almost half of participants are students
who are members of the community savings groups. Thai language skills were at the level of
"good"” in terms of speaking, reading, writing and listening while English language skills at the
level of " Fair ". They also had the ability to play a musical instruments and the ability to use a
computer.

Green Map as a tool to gather natural and cultural resources of a community. This map
helps to facilitate communication between people of different ages and also made joint
brainstorming about resources in the community smoothly. The youth can express their ideas
creatively and can also help in recognizing valuable resources that exist in their community. These
things made people’s understanding on their living in the community in both side even good or bad.
They could see through the Green Map what part of the community should be improved or
developed. The results revealed that activities or places in Muang-kued community had highest
nurnber of places and activities (number 110) that indicated as sustainable living, followed by is
Mae-taman community and Thoong-la-korn community (88 and 21 places) respectively. These can
be elassified as a category and can be divided into threc major categories: 1} Sustainable Living in
Muang-kued community was found 39 places but in this number including the risk of harm places
which consists of 5 areas destroyed by deforestation and burning of forests, followed by Mae-taman
(28 places) and Thoong-la-korn community (11 places), respectively but Mae-taman and Thoong-
la-korn community had no activities of risk of harm, 2) nature was found that Muang-kued and

Mae-taman community has resources related on their culture and living (34 and 35 places) while



Thoong-la-korn community was now found natural resources that related on their culture and
living, 3) culture and society at Muang-kued was found (32 places) followed by Mae-taman and
Thoong-la-korn community (18 and 7 places), 4) others services has found homestays at Muang-
kued (4 homestay) followed by Mae-taman (2 homestay) while Thoong-la-korn community was not
found but service as resort accommodation (3 Places). Green map was published by working with
the community including 1) GPS surveying 2) transferring waypoint into Google Map and 3)
published through www.greenmap.org and http:/thailandgreenmap. wordpress.com. These source
of information could navigate people to visitor by using devices such as GPS navigation,
Smartphone or Tablet, which visitors could access information and tourist attractions more ¢asily.

Participant’s knowledge on green map was used paired sample t-test statistical analysis to
test the level of knowledge. The result was found significantly different (0.000) at 0.05 level of
confidence which knowledge after joining (Mean=10.69) had increased than before (Mean=7.33).
Knowledge of the Green Tourism was found significantly different (0.000) at the 0.05 level of
confidence which knowledge (Mean=11.44) had increased than before (Mean = 6.98).

The level of participation of Community resource management was found "low" (mean=
1.49) while the awareness of the importance was found "high" (mean 3.54), and the level of
awareness of the importance of natural resources, cultural and environment was found "high"
(mean =3.33), attitudes towards learning on green map and published onto the internet in terms of
knowledge, experience in the exchange of knowledge, practical and application was found "very
satisfied" (mean=4.30).

Community’s lesson learned were: 1) green map can be a tool for effective communication
among all ages. This method could build good relationships between adults and youth in the
community, 2) green map could make knowledge management more easier, 3) they had skills and
experiences in collecting data, benefit from green map which could help to promote green tourism
that have no effect to the community and environment and GPS and internet are very helpful in
collecting the data, 4) community awareness of the importance of precious natural resources and
proud to be a part of conservation of natural resources and biodiversity, including part of creating a
useful database for the community, 5) green map was published through electronie media that could

help visitors both Thai and Foreigners to access information easily.
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